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BY THE REV. ELIJAH HEDDING. 1 . 
FIRST PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF SAID CONFERENCE. 


Joun i. 1,2. In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, ang 
the word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. 


Berore the Evangelist wrote this Gospel, destructive errors 
had arisen respecting the nature and character of Christ. T'he 
Gnostics supposed the human nature of Christ to be only an 
apparent body, and not real manhood. ‘The Ebionites admitted 
Jesus Christ to be a true man, and of a transcendently excellent 
character, but they supposed morals constituted the essence of 
religion, and excluded every idea of the incarnate Deity, as a 
substitute for others, and a propitiation for our sins; supposing 
that by their own virtue and excellence they became entitled to the 
favour of God.”* 

It is probable, part of St. John’s design, in writing this Gospel, 
was to oppose these errors. Admitting this supposition, no de- 
clarations could be more positive than these in this chapter; nor 
any less likely to be misunderstood. 

Of the Word, it is here affirmed, He is God. The Self-Exis- 
tent, Eternal, Immutable, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Independent, 
Omnipotent God. The Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of all 
other beings in the universe. 

_ This Word was in the beginning; he existed at the time crea- 
tion began, and therefore was not created himself. And as he 
was not created, he must have existed without beginning. 

_That the Apostle meant to teach us that the Word was a Di- 
vine Person, and that that Person was united to human nature, 









*See Hawess’s Church History, Vol. I. page 128, 129. 
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and was manifested in the flesh, is evident from the following 
declarations. All things were made by him—In him was life— 
He was in the orld He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. But as many as recewed him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld hs glory. 

The ideas contained in our text may be comprised in this pro- 
position, Jesus Christ is the Supreme God. 

This proposition | shall now endeavour to prove by arguments 
more solid than the pillars of the world: Even by the words of 
God himself, comparing spiritual things with spiritual, Scripture 
with Scripture. 

By searching these Sacred Records we shall find, that the same 
titles, attributes, and works, which are ascribed to the God of the 
Hebrews in the Old ‘Testament, are also ascribed to Christ, by 
the Prophets, by the Apostles, and by Christ himself. And these 
passages of Scripture can be reconciled no other way, than by 
admitting what our Lord says, John x. 30. “I and my Father 
are one.” Ejither this must be an eternal truth, that Father and 
Son are one Being, or those Scriptures, which say these things 
of them, must remain eternal contradictions. 

In suppori of the proposition contained in the text, I shall en- 
deavour to prove that Jesus Christ is frequently called God—That 
he is called Jehovah—That he is the Eternal Being—That he is 
the [Immutable Being——That he is the Omniscient Being—T hat he 
is the Omnipresent Being—That he is the Omnipotent Being— 
That he is the proper object of worship—That he is the Creator 
of all other beings but himself, and of all things in the universe— 
And that he is the Upholder of the universe. 

1. Weare to prove that Christ is frequently called God. And 
here it may be proper to observe, that there is but one God ac- 
knowledged in the Scriptures. Exod. xx. 3. “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” Isaiah xlv. 5. “ There i is no god be- 
sides me.” Still, though these Scriptures declare that there is 
but one True God, yet others sufficiently show that Christ is that 
True God. Isa. ix. 6. “For unto usa Child is born. unto us a Son 
is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders; and his 
name shal] be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” Isai. vii. 14, “Behold 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, aud shall call liis name 
Immanuel” This text Js quoted in Matt. i. 23. and explained to 
signify, ‘* God with us,” and applied to Christ. Compare Psalm 
xlv. 6. with Heb. i. 8. The Psalmist says, “ Thy throne, 0 
God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right 
sceptre.” St. Paul says, quoting the same text, “ But unto the 
Son he saith, “ Thy Throne, O God,” §-c. Here you see, the 
same Being whom the Psalmist ac knowledges to be his God, St. 
Paul declares to he the Son. This agrees with LJohn v. 20. 
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‘And we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the True God, and eternal life.” Hear St. Paul again, 
i Tim. iii. 16. “Great is the mystery of godliness; God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preach- 
ed unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.” Col. ii. 9. “ For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” Rom. ix. 5. “Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever.”” This text shows us, that Christ is God 
over all; and if the Son is God over all, no other being can be 
God over any; but the Father is God over heaven and earth, 
therefore, Father and Son are one God. In Jude 25, Jesus 
Christ is called “The only wise God our Saviour.” What other 
words could more fully express his Supreme Deity, or more plain- 
ly show, that the Father and the Son are the One Only Wise 
God? That Apostle believed and acknowledged this doctrine, 
who said to Jesus, John xx. 28. ‘ My Lord and my God.” And 
Christ accepted that acknowledgement, or he would have rebuked 
Thomas for addressing him in such terms. But the Lord Jesus, 
instead of reproving ‘Thomas for calling him God, or giving him 
any intimation that he was under a wrong impression, immediately 
commends his faith. ‘“ Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” And of this truth, that Christ is God, our Saviour 
directed his Apostles to bear witness, that we might believe; and 
that beheving we migkt have life through his name. Once more, 
Tit. 1. 13. “ Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great Ged, and our Savieur Jesus Chiist.” So 
it appears that Christ is the great God, and if there be any other 
vod distinct from Christ, he must be an inferior one. But the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, are the One Great God, 
and all besides, who pretend to be gods, are nothing but vanitees. 

But lest it should be said, Christ is God only by office and no 
by nature, we will now endeavour to offer further evidence that he 
is called God in the same sense the Father is. Phil. ii. 6. “Who 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.” Who was equal with God? Not any created being in the 
universe. But the Divine Person of Jesus Christ was equal with 
the Divine Person of the Father. Again, Johnv. 18. “ There- 
fore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only 
had broken the Sabbath, but said also, that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God.” This text shows that the Jews 
understeod our Lord to make himself equal with God ; and certainly, 
if they had misunderstood him, he would have informed them bet- 
ter. It is also evident, that the Evangelist understood him to 
mean the same; for he does not say, the Jews thought he made 
himself equal with God; but plainly declares, he did make him- 
self equal with God, and that, on that account, the Jews sought to 
kill him. Besides, if we consider that St. John was divinely m- 
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spired when he wrote this, we must perceive it is a strong confir- 
mation of the doctrine of our text, that Jesus Christ is the Supreme 
God. It is well known that the ancient Prophets were inspired 
by the Spirit of God. Yet in 1 Pet. i. 11, it is said, “ The Spirit 
of Christ, which was in them,——testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” A clear evidence 
this, that Christ is that God, by whose Spirit the ancient prophets 
were inspired. Again, compare the Oth and 16th verses of the 
22d chapter of Revelation. The first says, “The Lord God of 
the holy Prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the 
things which must shortly be done.” The second reads, “I Jesus 
have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches.” Here you observe, that in one of these texts it is said, 
the Lord God of the holy Prophets sent his angel, and in the other, 
speaking of the same angel, sent with the same message, I Jesus 
have sent mine angel. A positive evidence that Jesus Christ is 
the Lord God of the holy Prophets. 

How could the Scriptures speak more plainly than they have 
spoken in these passages? Does not the voice of inspiration say 
enough to convince every one, who is willing to receive truth, 
when it declares that Christ is the Mighty God, the Great God, 
the True God, the only wise God, and the Lord God of the holy 
Prophets? 

2. We shall endeavour to prove that Christ is called Jehovah. 
Parkhurst defines this word thus: * The peculiar and incommu- 
nicable name of the Divine Essence. He who 1s, or suBSisTSs, 
i. e, eminently and in a manner superior to all other beings. Je- 
hovah is the being necessarily existing of and frum himself, with all 
actual perfection originally in his essence.” But to prove to you 
that Jehovah is the incommunicable name which God has appro- 
priated to himself, and that there is but one Jehovah, I have a 
better authority than Parkhurst, even God himself. Exod. vi. 3. 
** And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 
the name of God Almighty; but by my name JEHOVAH was I not 
known to them.” Ps. Ixxxiii. 18. ‘That men may know that 
thou, whose name alone is JeHovan, art the Most High over all 
the earth.” Observe here, our Maker claims this name as pecu- 
liar to himself, and the Psalmist declares his name alone is Jeho- 
vah, that no other being has a right to that name. 

Here it may be proper to remark, that though the translators 
of our Bible have given us the Hebrew word, Jehovah, in a few 
passages, yet, in general, they have rendered it Lorn, and printed 
it in capitals, to distinguish it from another word translated Lord, 
signifying a ruler, and printed in small letters. I use the word 
Jehovah, because it is not applied to creatures as the word lord 
is, and, because it is descriptive of the nature of the True God. 

As we have proved that the title Jehovah belongs to no other 
being but the True God, and that there is but one Jehovah, if we 
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can prove that Christ is Jehovah, it will follow that Father and 
Son, though distinct in Person, are the same Being. Jer. iii. 6. 
‘‘ And this is his name whereby he shall be called, ‘*‘ The Loxp,” 
(Jenovan) “ our Righteousness.” It is so evident that in this 
place the prophet speaks of Christ, 1 need not take up your time 
to prove it. Isa. xliv. 6. “Thus saith the Lorn,” (Jehovah) “the 
King of Israel, and his Redemer, the Loxp of hosts; I am the 
first and I am the last.” In Rev. i. 17, Jesus Christ says, * Iam 
the first and the last ;”” which he would not do unless he were Je- 
hovah. Indeed, considering that these words had been used by 
Jehovah to express his self-existence, and eternal nature, and that 
this was perfectly known to Christ, I cannot understand these 
words of his in any other sense than a direct profession that he was 
Jehovah. Again, Joel ii. 32, “Whosoever shall call on the naine 
of the Lorn,” (Jehovah) “shall be delivered.” See this applied 
to Christ, Rom. x. 9, 13,“ That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” —“ For who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
Here I think you all see, that what the Prophet affirms of 
Jehovah, the Apostle affirms of Christ; that praying to Christ 
is praying to Jehovah; and that the same salvation which we 
receive of Jehovah, we receive of Christ; and also, that the 
Apostle was taught by Divine inspiration, that the Prophet 
spake of Christ, and that he called him Jenovan. Further, 
Isai. xl. 3. “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
prepare ye the way of the Lorn,” (Jehovah) “make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.” St. Matthew says, ch. iii. 
3, this was the voice of John the Baptist; and the Baptist says 
he came to prepare the way of Christ. John i. 29—31. “ The 
next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This 
is he of whom I said, after me cometh a Man which is preferred 
hefore me; for he was before me. And I knew him not: but 
that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come 
baptizing with water.” Nothing can be more plain, than that 
the Prophet spake of the Baptist as preparing the way of Jehovah; 
and of Christ as that Jehovah:whose way was to be prepared. 
Let us consider Numb. xxi. 5, 6, 7. “ And the people spake 
against God, and against Moses. Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? And the Lorp sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said, we have sinned; for we have spoken against the 
Lorp,” (Jehovah) “and against thee.” St. Paul, in allusion to 
the same says, t Cor. x. 9. “Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempted and were destroyed of serpents.” By com- 
paring these passages you will observe, that the same Being whom 
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Moses calls Jehovah, the Apostle calls Christ. If the Hebrews, 
by speaking against Jehovah in the wilderness, tempted Christ, He 
certainly 1s Jehovah. This truth further appears from Isai. vi. 1, 
3, 5, “I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up.—And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lorn of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.—Then 
said I,—mine eyes have seen the King, the Lorn” (Jehovah) 
“of hosts.” St. John says, when speaking of Christ, and alluding 
to the words of the Prophet in this chapter, John xii. 41, “‘ These 
things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.” 
These passages show us, that Christ was Jehovah, whom Isaiah 
saw sitting on a throne, and whose glory was to fill the whole 
earth. Jet us compare Isai. xlii. 8, and Matt. xvi. 27, with Matt. 
xix. 28. ‘Tam the Lorp;” (Jehovah) “that is my name: and 
ny glory will I not give to another.”—“ For the Son of Man 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his works.” —“ And Jesus 
said unto them, verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed 
me in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” Here you will remark that in the 
first of these texts, Jehovah declares he will not give his glory to 
another ; in the second, Christ says he shall come in the glory of 
his Father, when he comes to judgment; and in the third, our 
Lord declares, that the glory in which he shall come to judgment 
will be Ats own glory. The argument stands thus, Jehovah can- 
not give his glory to another; but Christ will appear as Judge, in 
the glory of Jehovah, which glory shall be Christ’s own glory ; 
from which it follows, that the same glory belongs equally and 
eternally to Jehovah and to Christ; therefore, the Father and 
Christ are One Jenovan. Isai. viii. 13, 14. ‘ Sanctify the 
Lorp” (Jehovah) “of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary, and 
for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offence, to both the 
houses of Israel.” This passage is quoted in 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8, and 
applied to Christ. ‘“ The stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence, even to them that stumble at the word.”— 
Several other writers of the New-Testament apply this passage to 
Christ, and make it appear, beyond a doubt, that the Prophet 
spake of Christ, when he said, Jehovah would be a stone of stum- 
Sling. 'This Prophet uses the same word again when speaking 
of our Saviour, Isai. xl. 10, 11. “ Behold the Lorp Gop’* (Je- 
hovah) “will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for 
him; behold his reward is with him, and his work before him. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs 


* Here the word Gop is substituted for Jehovah. 
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with his arm, and carry them in his bosom.” ‘It is evident from 
the preceding part of this chapter, that the Prophet was speaking 
of Christ, when he said, Jehovah shall feed his flock like a shep- 
herd; which well agrees with what our Lord himself says, John 
x. 11, “I am the good shepherd.” In another place Jehovah 
says, Zech. xii. 10. “ And they shall look upon me, whom they 
have pierced.” St. John quotes this, and informs us, that Jeho- 
vah who was pierced was Christ. John xix. 37. “ And again 
another Scripture saith, they shall look on him whom they. have 

ierced.” Mal. iii. 1. “ Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lorn, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold he shall come, saith 
the Lorn” (Jehovah) “ of hosts.” Here Jehovah says, I will 
send my messenger, and he shall prepare the “ before me. In 
Matt. xi. 10, our Lord tells us this messenger is John the Baptist, 
and the Baptist informs us, as we have before proved, that he 
came to prepare the way of Christ; therefore, these texts, taken 
together, plainly show that Christ is that Jehovah who sent the 
Baptist to prepare his way. When Jesus Christ, the Angel of the 
covenant, preached to the Jews, Jehovah came to his temple. 
Again, Jehovah says, Isai. xlv. 23, ‘ Unto me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear.” Now hear St. Paul, Phil. ii. 
10, 12. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”— 
And, Rom. xiv. 10, 11. “‘ We shall all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. For it is written, as I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 
Therefore Jesus Christ to whom every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess, at the day of judgment, willingly or unwillingly, 
in joy or shame, is Jenovan. Once more, Jehovah declares, 
Isai. xliii. 11, “1, even I, am the Lorp ;” (Jehovah) “and be- 
side me there is no Saviour.” Yet Christ is the Saviour. Matt. 
i. 21. “ And thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” ‘Tit. ii. 13. “ Our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Acts iv. 12. ‘* Neither is there salvation in any other: 
fo: there is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.” So it appears, there is no other 
Saviour but Jehovah, and no other Saviour but Christ; there- 
fore, Christ is JeHovan. 

The Scriptures which I have mentioned under this head are 
but a part of those which prove Christ to be Jehovah, but they 
are enough for every one that believes the Bible. 


(To be concluded in our next number.) Ses 6?53/ 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. DAWSON. 


(WIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS DAWSON, LATE MISSIONARY IN TRAVANCORE,) WHO 
DIED AT DEWSBURY, JAN. 8, 1824, IN HER THIRTIETH YEAR. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dawson proceeded to India, under the Church 
Missionary Society, in 1816; and landed, at Madris, in Septem- 
ber of that year. In February 1817, they proceeded to Travan- 
core; but were obliged to leave India in April 1818, their state 
of health unfitting them for labour in that climate. They arrived 
in England at the end of August, and resided for some time in 
Devonshire; but have latterly lived at Dewsbury, their native 
place, incapable of engaging in any active service. Mrs. Dawson 
has now finished her career of suffering and toil. The following 
narrative, addressed by her Husband to the Secretary of the 
Society, cannot fail to interest our Readers. 

Of the circumstances which led to Mrs. Dawson’s engaging in 
the work of Missions, Mr. Dawson thus speaks— 

My dear wife was born at Dewsbury, in the county of York. 
When about fourteen years of age, she became seriously concerned 
for her salvation; and, about a year afterward, associated herself 
for religious edification with a few pious’ members of the Esta- 
blished Church in that Parish, under the Ministry of the Rev. 
Joun Buckwortu, the Vicar. She attended his ministry with 
great diligence; and under it through the divine Papas 2 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ: her very circumspect deportment made her profiting 
appear unto all. 

She was shortly afterward afflicted with a very painful illness, 
which all her friends apprehended would terminate in death. At 
this time, great grace was indeed manifested in her: her love to 
the Saviour—her joy in God—her readiness to depart—were such 
as put to the blush many much older professed followers of Christ. 

At this period, an occurrence took place, which, from circum- 
stances that have since transpired, is rendered unusually interesting. 
Her brother, the Rev. Bensamin Battery, now your Missionary 
residing at the Syrian College at Cotym, near the Malabar Coast, 
was then quite unconcerned about religion; and being himself 
rather unwell, was sitting by her bedside, when she repeated with 
uncommon emphasis and feeling those beautiful lines— 


. Oh, what hath Jesus bought for me ! 
e No Before my ravish’d eyes, 
aw. ae Rivers of life divine I see, 
And trees of Paradise ! 
I see a world of spirits bright, 
Who taste the pleasures there : 
They all are rob’d in spotless white, 
And conquering palms they bear. 
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This was the means of producing a very powerful impression 
on his mind. He felt the importance of the language which she 
had uttered, and began to reflect seriously on the state of his own 
soul; and thought within himself—‘ Has He bought nothing for 
me?” The result was most favourable—she had soon the pleasure 
to have him as a companion in her Christian course; for it ter- 
minated, under the means of grace which he enjoyed, in his 
conversion to God. She, of course, rejoiced much when he 
engaged in preparations for the Missionary Service; and has, 
since that period, had the happiness of seeing another brother 
devote himself to this great and good work, the Rev. Joseru 
Baitey, one of your Missionaries in the Island of Ceylon. 

Toward the close of the year 1814, understanding that the 
National System of Education was well calculated to promote the 
instruction of the Heathen, a tender concern for their souls led 
her to engage to learn that System in the Central School in York ; 
and to undertake to instruct a Girls’ School in that city, taught 
on the same plan, in order that, if it should please Providence to 
open a way for her to go to the Heathen World, she might be 
ate ay to labour among them. , 

n the 6th of April, 1816, we were married; she having been 
about a year at her School. We immediately left our beloved 
country and friends for the East Indies, in company with her 
brother Bengamin, under the patronage of that Society, to which 
we have unitedly felt constant and great gratitude for all that sup- 
port which they have continued to render to us during a long 
period of affliction. , 

The foundation of Mrs. Dawson’s lingering complaint, and the 
state of her mind in reference to her labours, are thus spoken of :— 

During the greater part of our voyage, which was very perilous, 
she was seriously indisposed, having been first taken ill at Madeira. 
When we passed the Cape, we had severe weather for a month: 
our bed was constantly wet, from a leak in the vessel immediately 
over it, which it was often attempted to stop, but in vain. Her 
chest became affected: and the foundation of that complaint was 
laid, which has now proved fatal. 

Yet to labour among the Heathen lay near her heart: her whole 
soul was anxious to be actively engaged in it, and nothing seemed 
to discourage her. Her love and concern for the souls of Heathen 
Children, especially those of her own sex, being so great, she 
was, on our arrival in India, exceedingly grieved to observe that 
attempts to educate female children were very much discouraged. 
All spoke of the impossibility of success attending any efforts to 
raise their character and promote their well-being. You, my 
Dear Sir, will probably recollect her just remark to yourself, when 
noticing to her the objections urged against endeavours to promote 
this object, she observed, “There is too much caste on both 
sides, Sir.” 

Vor. VIF. 37 
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After we were fixed at Cochin, where we found several chil- 
dren, descendants of European parents, who were well able to 
pay for their education, but were much in want of some one to 
conduct it, she projected, in order to save as much as possible 
the public money, the plan of taking charge of the education of 
these children; and of discharging, with whatever remuneration 
she might receive, the expenses of a Native Girls school. Her 
plan was on the point of being put into execution, some notice of 
it having been given to the inhabitants, when He who ordereth all 
things according to the counsel of his own will, saw good to put 
us to the very great and painful trial of leaving our interesting and 
encouraging Station, by rendering it necessary for us to return to 
England, as, humanly speaking, the only means likely to preserve 
our lives: yet it was not expected by our medical attendant that 
we should live till the vessel reached the Cape. Our departure 
took place when we had been only about eighteen months in 
the country, and had been fixed at Cochin but about ten. 

Though disappointed thus of her desired object of labouring 
among the Heathen, Mrs. Dawson retained to the last her love to 
that work in which she had attempted to engage. Mr. Dawson 
writes— 

[I need not say how much her heart was frequently rejoiced, on 
her death-bed, on hearing of the efforts now making in India, for 
the benefit of her own sex, and of the success attending them. 

After lingering several years in a state of great debility, Mrs. 
Dawson became, at length, unable to leave her bed. Of her 
long and painful confinement there of nearly thirty-two weeks, 
and of the scene which closed her sufferings, her Husband gives 
the following affecting and instructive account :— 

She had very restless nights for a long time before her death; 
in which it was her custorh to employ her time, as much as pos- 
sible, in communion with her God. After one of these seasons, 
she said to me, “I would not be without my restless nights for a 
great deal: they are the best of my time.” At another time, 
admiring the compassion of God to his wandering sheep, she said, 
‘* How great must be the mercy of God, that, when we have sinned 
and strayed from Him so much, AFTER ALL, EVEN AFTER ALL, 
HE WILL RECEIVE Us!” 

Oct. 19, 1823.—After recovering a little from a severe paroxysm 
of coughing, and great consequent exhaustion, during which she 
was quite unable to speak, she said, “I shall not be long before 
J am at home!” I asked her how she felt her mind, when she 
replied, ‘“‘ Unspeakably happy!” Having seen her weep much 
during her great exhaustion, | inquired why she had been weeping. 
She said, “ They were tears of joy.” Her mind had been filled 
with a sense of the love of God to her soul. I then noticed a 
little occurrence that had just transpired, which I said I was afraid 
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had hurt her mind: she replied, “If you felt what I do, you 
would not be so troubled about these little things.” 

I was once speaking to her of her great sufferings, when raising 
her eyes toward heaven, she said, “I wish to suffer his will in all 
things.” She was, indeed, remarkably patient under very severe 
pain; always looking forward to the time of her departure, with 
great composure and fervent desire for its arrival. 

Dec. 21, 1823.—I was prepared for Church; but my beloved 
wife became so ill, that it appeared my duty not to leave her: 
besides, 1 remembered that saying, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice. When she was a little relieved, | made a few remarks 
on our Saviour’s promise, Lo, [am with you alway, even unto the 
end: afterward, also, on the words, He ts altogether lovely, and 
the chief among ten thousand: she seemed much revived by this 
conversation: and, feeling the comfort of such a Saviour said, 
“The Lord is all to me that I need.” 

Dec. 22.—My dear wife was very feverish and restless in the 
afternoon ; when she said, “ I have been thinking what a mercy 
it is that I can find rest in Christ. I have no rest, but I can rest 
in him.” 

Her medical attendant came; and when he was gone, she, as 
usual, asked what he had said respecting her. I told her, that he 
said, unless the symptoms abated, she could not continue long. 
“That is good news; is it not?” was her reply—adding, “I have 
derived comfort from that passage, Let him take hold of my 
strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make 
peace with me.” Is. xxvii. 5. 1 remarked that Christ was the 
strength of God, against the law, sin, the flesh, and the devil: she 
said, He is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth. 

] asked her if she repented of having gone to India. ‘Oh, no, 
no,” said she: ‘‘it would be the first thing that I should think 
of doing, were I to get well. Had I a thousand lives, 1 should 
wish to spend THEM ALL in the work.” 

Dec. 23.—In the evening the fever returned, when she again 
became very restless, suffering also a great deal from spasms. 
She said, “I hope it will soon be over.” 1 answered, “ Well, 
my dear, you must look to the Lord for strength; you know His 
gees is sufficient for you.” She replied, ‘‘ Oh yes, itis sufficient! 

find it sufficient! but I long to be with Jesus: I long to leave 
this world of sin and death!” On my going to her bed-side,, 
after a little while she said, “I am very poorly.” I replied, “I 
hope the Lord will give you strength according to your day.” 
She then spoke in a manner that strikingly expressed her feelings 
—‘‘ He will! I do not distrust Him in the least. I have proved 
Him again and again: does he not give me strength?” Looking 
on me with a smile, she added, ‘‘ Oh, if you felt what I feel, you 
would long to be in the full enjoyment of God.” When I took 
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leave of her for the night, she wished me to pray that God would 
give her patience; and observed that, being in great pain, she 
was very much afraid of being impatient. 1 remarked to her that 
the Apostle says, He giveth more grace: how much soever we 
have been indebted to Flim, we have not exhausted his goodness. 

Dec. 24.—In much pain she said, “I hope the Lord will give 
me patience !—Ah! if I had to seek Him now, how short I should 
come! It is a time to exercise grace, and not to seek it.” 

Dec. 25.—About seven in the evening she became delirious ; 
but it was easy to discover where her mind was fixed, her eyes 
being often raised toward heaven, while she whispered something 
in the way of prayer. About eight o’clock, she was much better, 
and spoke to me of the love of God in a manner in which I do 
not recollect to have heard any one speak. Laying her hand upon 
her heart, she said, “It is Christ that is here! Oh, he hath 
loved me—He hath loved me with an everlasting love! Oh, how 
great is His love! itis unfathomable: nay, Angels cannot fathom 
it! It is unspeakable! Oh, that I could preach it to all!” After 
expatiating thus on the love of God, and noticing the value of a 
single soul, she spoke most feelingly of the numbers that are con- 
stantly sacrificing themselves in India; and then said, “If I had 
a thousand lives, and could spend them all in a day, I would 
spend them all in that work.” 

After taking a little refreshment, all her converse was respecting 
the love and preciousness of Christ. ‘The Lord knows that | 


love Him,” with other expressions of like nature, dropped from 
her lips, followed with very uncommon bursts of praise and 
ecstacies of holy joy, through the whole evening. Sometimes 
she repeated texts of Scripture ; and, at others, verses of favourite 


Hymns; as 


Tis Jesus, the first and the last ; 
His Spirit will guide us safe home, &c.-- 


and, 
Jesus, lover of my soul! 


Let me to thy bosom fly, &c. 


Dec. 30.—In extreme pain, she said, as near as I could collect, 
“Tt will soon be over.” At another time she said, “ It is painful ; 
but it will cease before long.”” When at any time I asked her the 
state of her mind, her answer always was. “Very happy.” In 
the afternoon, from great pain she again became uncollected, yet 
her mind was on Jesus: once I heard her repeat 


Thou brightest, sweetest, fairest one, 
That eyes have seen or angels known !— 


and then say, “I shall have done with this body of sin: I long 
to be free—I long to be with Jesus. 

Jan. 7. 1824,.—She was perfectly sensible and evidently dying. 
I spoke to her on such portions of Scripture and of such things 
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as seemed to. me suitable ;, to which she always answered affirma- 
tively. I remarked that Christ was a precious Saviour now, 
&c. “Yes,” was her reply.- I observed that the morning was 
very likely to be the morning of eternity to her; at which I sup- 

osed she rejoiced, when she bowed her head, meaning “ Yes.” 

he said to her Mother, “I go shouting victory, victory, victory, 
through the blood of the Lamb !”—After a short prayer with her, 
she said, “ 1 am HaPPy Now,” which were the last words that she 
spoke—then she stretched herself out, closed her eyes, placed 
her right hand on her breast, and, smiling most sweetly, slept in 
Jesus about half-past twelve on the morning of Jan. 8. 1824, 
being two months short of completing her thirtieth year. Thus 
triumphant was the closing scene of my beloved wife’s Christian 
warfare. Oh that my last end may be like hers! 

Her death was improved by the Rev. John Mitchell, in her 
native Parish Church, on Sunday the 25th of January, from 1 
Cor. xv. 57, when a very numerous congregation seemed much 
affected with the account which the Preacher gave, chiefly from 
his own observation, of the influence of the grace of God on the 
soul of the deceased.—.4merican Missionary Register. 


Scripture Illustrated. 





[We submit the following remarks without pledging ourselves for their correct- 
ness. Our readers must judge for themselves. The author has certainly dissented 
from all the Commentators we have consulted on the passage ; and though we do 
not approve of bold and novel criticisms, especially when made to supporta partic- 
ular tenet susceptible of honest controversy, yet too great a tenacity in adhering 
to human authority in matters of theology, may be equally deleterious with a 
rage for novelty. The author’s remarks on the absurdity of supposing that Moses 
prayed for his own eternal destruction, a thing quite impossible, it being contrary 
to all experience, as well as to that scripture which authorizes the belief that 
God willeth all men to be saved, will have their deserved weight, as being found- 
edin Truth. Epirors.] - 


Communicated for the Methodist Magazine. 
MOSES’ PRAYER TO BE BLOTTED OUT OF GOD'S BOOK. 


EXODUS xxxu. 31, 32. 


Tuts is one of the most difficult passages in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Some have supposed that Moses here expressed a willing- 
ness that himself and his posterity might never reach the land of 
promise rather than Israel should fail of it. So by God’s book 
they understand that register of names which had been made un- 
der God’s direction, in which his own name, and those of his sons 
were doubtless inserted. But it does not clearly appear that such 
a register did exist. Some have supposed he prayed that his 
name might be blotted out of the page of history and his memory 
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rish should Israel be destroyed. Butto this it may be answer- 
ed, the page of history is not written by God, but by man. Others 
suppose that he asked God that he might die with them if they 
should die in the wilderness. But this view seems to express a 
contempt of the offer which God had made him, “1 will make of 
thee a great nation.” 

But some have considered God’s book-in this passage the same 
as the book of life mentioned in Rev. iii. 5: and that to be 
blotted out of God’s book is the same as to be blotted out of the 
book of life; and that Moses here expresses a willingness, yea a 
desire, to be damned for the glory of God and the salvation of 
Israel. They have thus been led to conclude that a man must 
be willing to be damned for the glory of God or he cannot be 
saved. But this supposition is highly absurd, and the passage, if 
carefully examined, will afford it no support. 

This notion that a man must be willing to be damned for the 
glory of God or he cannot be saved is highly absurd; for Ist. it 
supposes a desire of God’s favour to be an unpardonable offence, 
and a contempt of it to be a recommendation to his regard. 2dly. 
That God will banish those from his presence who long for it; and 
bring those to dwell in it who desire it not. 3dly. It requires a 
man to be willing to that which God himself is not willing; for it 
intimates that the moment he becomes willing to be damned he be- 
comes the child of God ; but can it be supposed that God is will- 
ing that a child of his should be damned! And 4thly. It supposes 
that a man must be willing to have his love to God turned into 
everlasting hatred, and his songs of praise turned into horrid blas- 
phemies to all eternity ! 

God cannot require any of his creatures to be willing to be 
damned; nor could any of God’s creatures comply with such a 
requirement. It would be to require his creatures to sin against 
him, to hate him, and to eternally blaspheme his holy name. It 
would require them to divest themselves of the involuntary and 
inherent desire of every human soul, viz. a desire of happiness; 
to be willing to dwell in everlasting burnings. Now it is impossi- 
ble for any rational being to be willing to this. And to say that a 
child of God must be willing to be damned is to subvert every 
just idea of true religion. 

But how are we to understand Moses’ prayer to be blotted out 
of God’s book which he had written? If we attend carefully to the 
passage and the occasion upon which it was uttered, we shall find 
no reason to believe that Moses designed to imprecate any evil 
whatever on himself or his family; for no sacrifice which he 
could make or suffering which he could endure, could have atoned 
for the guilt of Israel. Besides, to impreeate divine judgments 
when one is not called to be an atoning sacrifice (and none has 
been but Jesus Christ) is expressive of petulance and presumption 


rather than piety. 
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Sins may be compared to debts which are written in the credi- 
tor’s book. So our Lord compares them Matt. vi. 12. When 
these debts are forgiven they are represented as being blotted out. 
See Isaiah xliv. 22. Psalms:li.1. Acts iii. 19. When a debtor has 
paid a debt we readily understand him, if he requests to be cross- 
ed or blotted out of the creditor’s book. And it would not be 
improper for one who wishes a debt forgiven to request the creditor 
to blot his name out of his book. 4 

Though Moses had taken no part in this particular sin of Israel, 
he considered himself in the presence of the Holy God, who was 
jealous of his honour and he feared that he and his family might 
be involved in the calamities of the nation. He therefore prays 
that his sins, which might stand charged against him in God’s 
book of rememberance, might be blotted out, that is, pardoned, 
however God night deal with Israel. 

That this is the meaning of Moses’ prayer is evident from the 
answer which was given to it. What reason can be assigned why 

the blotting out of God’s book is not to be understood in the same 
sense in the prayer as in the answer? The latter will explain the 
former. The petition is, Oh this people have stnned—yet now if 
thou wilt forgive ; if not—if thou wilt not forgive ther sin—blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. And the 
Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him 
will I blot out of my book: Therefore now go lead the people unto 
the place of which I have spoken unto thee. Blotting out in the 
answer cannot mean destroying soul and body in hell, for if it did 
the prayer and answer would stand thus :—Prayer,—Forgive this 
people, I pray thee. Answer,—I will not hear thy prayer for them 
—no mercy shall be shown them, but utter and eternal destruction 
shall be their portion;—Therefore,—now go lead them to the 
promised land. | 

Or if we suppose blotting out to mean destruction in the wil- 
derness, then the prayer and answer must stand thus ;—Prayer— 
Forgive this people 1, pray thee: Answer,—They shall die in the 
wilderness— Therefore now go lead them to Canaan! 

Thus it is evident that blotting out of God’s book in this pas- 
sage is quite a different thing from blotting out of the Lamb’s 
book of life, or even being blotted out of the book of the living. 
And it is so far from being an imprecation of any evil whatever, 
that it is a petition for mercy ; a petition which was answered in 
his own behalf, and in behalf of the multitudes of Israel. There- 
fore, now go lead the people unto the-place of which I have spoken 
unto thee, for 1 will blot out their sin. 

There are other considerations beside those above named, 
which confirm this construction of this passage. Moses when re- 
counting the dealings of God with Israel, reminds them of their 
sin on this occasion. Of God’s anger against them, and how he 
pleaded with God in their behalf, and the success which attended 
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his intercession. The Lord hearkened unto me at that time also, 
See Deut. ix. 19. 

Although God heard the prayer of Moses in behalf of Israel, 
and did not immediately destroy them, he plagued them because 
they had made the golden calf. And this threatening accompanied 
the assurance which was given to Moses of their pardon. ‘‘/Vever- 
theless when I visit I will visit their sin upon them.” The manner 
in which this is mentioned, shows that their sin in that affair was 
Ale and only some lighter corrections ordered in consequence 
of it. 

ES FE Cee 


Miscellaneous. 


= ee 


NARRATIVE OF THE CONVERSION OF MIRZA MAHOMED ALI, 


A LEARNED PERSIAN. 


(From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine.) 


Tue following extracts from a letter dated Astrachan, April 28, 1823, and from 
some other Documents recently published, detailing the particulars of the con- 
version to the christian faith of a learned and accomplished Persian, by the instru- 
mentality of the Missionaries connected with “ The Scottish Missionary Society,’ 
will not be deemed too long by any of our readers. 


“Mirza Manomep Aut, aged twenty-one years, is the only 
surviving son of Hacer Kasem Bex, a venerable old man, who is 


descended from one of the chief families of Derbent, and who, 
until a few years ago, held the office of Chief Kazy or Judge in 
that city. For reasons which we do not well understand, the old 
man was accused and convicted of treason; and, by orders of the 
Governor-General of Georgia, had all his property confiscated, 
and along with some others, was sent prisoner to Astrachan. 
Some months after their arrival here, another order came from 
the Governor-General to send them all further up the country; 
but the old man having procured an order from one of the physi 
cians, stating that from sickness it was impossible for him to tra- 
vel, he was in consequence of this allowed still to remain, while 
the rest of his fellow-prisoners were moved to the distance of 
about three hundred versts from Astrachan. The old man feeling 
himself lonely, and having an only son at Derbent, wrote for him 
to come and be the companion of his exile, which the young man 
immediately did, and arrived at Astrachan about five or six 
months ago. Soon after the Hac1 came to Astrachan, the 
Missionaries became acquainted with him; and in the journals of 
Messrs. Guen and M’Puenson, formerly transmitted, you will 
frequently meet with his name. It was with him that the long 
dispute took place respecting the authenticity of Monammen’s 
alledged miracle of dividing the moon. The acquaintance of the 
son with the whole of the Missionaries was a matter of course. 
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the more particularly as Messrs. Guen and Dicxsow had given 
him a New Testament, and had had frequent interviews with him 
during their residence in Derbent; and until the order from the 
Directors to Mr. Biyru to commence the study of Arabic arrived, 
he was in the habit of frequently visiting us. Then, being a good 
Arabic Scholar, we engaged him as Ma. Buiyrh’s Teacher; and 
Dr. Ross and Mra. M’Puerson also agreed to take lessons from 
him,—the former both in Turkish and Arabic. Soon after this, 
the German Missionaries from Basle were led, in a manner which 
they had not anticipated, but which had been evidently directed 
for wise and gracious ends, to part with their former Turkish 
Teacher, and to engage Manomep Att; and by this means he 
was necessitated to spend five hours every day in the employ of 
them and us. Although, for reasons the propriety of which you 
will at once admit, we are not in the habit of entering into dis¢ 
cussions with our Mohammedan Teachers, upon those points in 
which we differ, yet we seize opportunities, when they occur, of 
making remarks which may be calculated to shake their faith, and 
excite their inquiries after truth. But from the first, Manomep 
Aut was so free and open in his manner, that we ventured to use 
greater freedom with him than we otherwise would have done.— 
Frequent discussions took place between him and those of us who 
were his pupils, as well as with some of the German Missionaries. 
At first, and indeed till within these few days, he firmly opposed 
all that was laid before him concerning the Christian religion. 
At times, when the truth was plainly stated to him, he got com- 
pletely angry, and gave vent to his feelings in blasphemous ex- 
pressions against that holy name by which we are called. But 
still there seemed to be something about him that differed from 
what was observed in most of the Mohammedans ; and within a 
few days after such. ebullitions, he would begin his inquiries 
again, and endeavour to provoke discussion. Once, while reading 
a Turkish manuscript with him, Dr. Ross pointed out some of 
its absurdities, particularly one sentence, which:asserted that the 
world, angels, and men, were created for Mouammen, and that, 
had it not been for his sake, these would never have existed.— 
Manomep Avi maintained the truth of the assertion strenuously. 
‘How,’ said Dr. Ross, ‘is it possible to conceive that all these 
were created for the sake of a sinful man?’ ‘Ha,’ replied he, 
‘do you say MonamMen was a sinner :’ ‘Certainly,’ it. was answer- 
ed, ‘he was.’ Here he broke out into a strain of reproachful lan- 
guage against Curist and against his religion, and maintained 
that neither Momammen nor any of the prophets were sinners. 
Dr. Ross considered it proper to say nothing more to him at the 
time, and for several days never mentioned the subject of religion 
tohim. He in future left it to Manomep Avi, to introduce the 
matter, which he did pretty often; and thus obtained a better 
op pa of laying before him the truth, than ifthe himself had 
on. VII. 838 
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been the mover of it. In the course of the time that was thus 
spent by him among us, we were enabled to make him acquainted 
with many things of which he was formerly totally ignorant; such 
as the respective numbers of Idolaters, Chieti and Moham- 
medans in the world; the exertions made by Christians in all 

arts of the earth 40 save the souls of men; the success which had 
attended their endeavours, both among idolaters and Mohamme- 
dans; and the certainty with which, trusting to prophecy, we ex- 

ected the conversion of men of all ranks, climates, and religions, 
to the belief of the one Gop, and Jesus Curist whom he had 
sent. ‘These various points of information made a deep impres- 
sion upon his mind at the time they were mentioned to him, par- 
sieclarly the belief which we cherished that all the Mohamme- 
dans would one day be Christians. He said to Dr. Russ, ‘Shall 
I too become a Christian?’ It was answered, ‘1 do not know; 
but if you do not, I am sure your children or descendants will.’ 
He replied with force, ‘I shall never become a Christian, and | 
will never marry.’ That this affected his mind considerably, ap- 
pears from the circumstance that he more than once referred to 
the subject, and asked how soon such a change would be, how 
many Mohammedans had been been already converted, &c. ; and 
with regard to another of these points so communicated to him,— 
that of there being Missionaries in every part of the world,—he 
has since confessed that this fact had made a deep impression 
upon his heart, that a religion which could lead men to do so 
much for their fellow-creatures, must be from Gon, and not from 
themselves; whilst anong Mohammedans, none seemed to take 
any interest in the condition of others, whether they were in the 
way to heaven or not. 

“These things, we hope, will be a sufficient introduction to the 
extracts from Mr. M‘Purrson’s Journal which follow, and which 
contain a pretty full account of the most important circumstances 
that have taken place since he opened up his doubts, and resolved 
to embrace our religion. He is with Mr. M‘Puerson and Dr. 
Ross every day ; and these two employ themselves, the one in 
building him up, and the other in pulling him down ;—the 
former in showing him the way of Gop more perfectly, ‘and 
in endeavouring to bring the truth home to his conscience; the 
latter in pointing out the inconsistencies of the Koran, its contra- 
dictions, and its want of evidence, and in comparing the system 
of religion contained in the Koran with that contained in the 
New-Testament. By this means*he is not only strengthened in 
the faith himself, but he is furnished with arguments by which to 
withstand the arts of his countrymen; and the Journal points out, 
in many instances, with what ability he has used the weapons thus 
put into his hands, and improved upon the hints which were pre- 
viously thrown out to him. We must say, likewise, that his own 
abilities are very considerable; that he has discovered much acute- 
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ness in bringing forward most convincing arguments suggested by 
his own mind; and now that he has entered upon the true way of 
life, his perceptions are so quick, that he seizes, almost at a glance, 
the whole force of an argument ora doctrine which is once set 
before him, It isthe subject of our frequent and fervent prayers, 
in which we have no doubt you will join us, that the good work 
which has been begun in his heart may be carried on to’ perfec- 
tion; and that he may be made a powerful instrament in the 
hands of the great Head of the Church, for bringing many of his 
countrymen to follow his example. He burns with a desire to tell 
to all, the great things Gop has done for his soul.” 


Extracts from Mr. M‘Puerson’s Journal. 


“ April 16th, 1823.—Manomep Au, my Arabic Teacher, came 
at his usual hour this morning. After the customary salutations, 
I began to translate my lesson from Arabic into Persic.—The 
manuscript which I read was a Confession of Faith, agreeably to 
the opinions of the Mohammedan sect of the Shisaths, to the 
soundness of whose religious. tenets the Teacher uniformly bore 
testimony. The chapters to which our attention was particularly 
directed this morning, contained the Mohammedan views of the 
Nous-o-Kouser, or the reservoir of nectar in Paradise, and the 
intercession of the prophets and imams. On offering a few re- 
marks upon the absurdity of such a system of divinity, I was 
more than surprised to hear him reply, ‘Ino more believe what 
is contained: in that book,” pointing to the Confession of Faith. 
Hearing ‘Wis jnokperted octidestion, t was the more encouraged to 
enter into serious conversation with him. He nowtold me, that his 
soul was in deep waters,—that he could not sleep at night from re- 
flecting upon his perilous situation, in believing a religion which 
he was afraid was not the true one; and added, ‘I believe all that 
you have told me, but one thing does not yet appear plain to my 
mind, viz. how Curist can be both Gop and man.’ ‘The sub- 
ject,’ I remarked, ‘is a difficult one, but no less true on that ac- 
count; you have not yet properly understood what we Christians 
believe in reference to that one point. ‘There is a marked dis- 
tinction betwen the human and divine natures of Curist,—the 
former of which was necessary in order to suffer for our sins, and 
the latter that it might stamp an infinite efficacy upon the atone- 
ment of the man Curist Jesus. Besides, your first grand inquiry 
ought to be, have I sufficient evidence to believe the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testament to be really and truly a revelation 
from Gon? Having assured yourself of this, then it is your duty 
to receive all the doctrines contained in it, though there should be 
some thgags ppg with them which you are not able to com- 
prehend.” Tits answer apparently relieved his mind a little, for 
he had no hesitation in assenting to the soundness of the principles 
contained in it. I lifted up my heart to Gop that he would direct 
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me what to say to him. I then addressed him thus; ‘The sub- 
ject to which Gop in his wisdom has now called your attention, is 
one of infinite importance. Your future and eternal happiness or 
misery depends upon the views which you now take of it. Were 
your prosperity only in this world suspended: upon it, then it 
would not be of so great consequence; but when thousands and 
millions of years are past and gone, your present choice will fix 
your eternal lot.’ ‘O yes,’ was his reply. 

“ April 17th.—Mauomenp AL returned this morning, apparent- 
ly in great anguish of spirit; he had slept none during the night, 
so keenly did he feel the convictions of a wounded spirit. He 
sees no security for the immortal soul in the religion of Ista; 
and he had even ventured to tell his father, that he was afraid they 
could not overturn the reasonings of the English Mollas. I ex- 
horted him to earnest and fervent prayer, that the Lorp might 
enlighten his mind in the knowledge of the truth, and open his 
eyes that he might see, in their proper light, those things which 
are necessary for the salvation of his precious soul. I here pro- 
duced an Arabic Tract, written by the late Mr. Brunron of 
Karass. After reading a part of it, he said, ‘Surely Gop has 
sent me this Tract; had I only received it some time ago, I 
would have torn it in pieces, but now I know better things. Iam 
persuaded,’ added he, ‘the reason why the Persians do .not see 
your reasonings in the same point of light that I do now, is de- 
cause they care for none of these things, and consequently give 
themselves no trouble in reflecting upon them.’ He was much 
affected with the history of Sapar and Appatnau: ‘there must 
have been something divine,’ said he, ‘ in that religion which sup- 

orted the mind of AppaLuau in the midst of so great sufferings. 
With what a look of compassion did he behold Sanat standing at 
a distance gazing upon his execution!’ At this stage of the con- 
versation we were warned that Mr. Biyru was prepared to take 
his departure from the Mission-house. ‘I am sorry,’ said he, 
‘that Mr. Buyru is going to leave us; he is a good man. I 
hope the Lorp will be with him, and bring him safely to, the place 
of his destination.’ When we reached the Volga, Mr. BuiytH 
took him aside, and exhorted him to cleave unto the Loxp.. | 
went across the river along with Mr. Guen, to see Mr. Biyt# 
fully set out on his journey. On my return to the Mission-house, 
Dr. Ross informed meghat Manomep Au, instead of returning 
to the caravanserai with the other Persians who came to bid Mr. 
Buytu farewell, had accompanied him to his study, where he had 
had a conversation with him on the great concerns of eternity.” 
He appears to be deeply concerned about the salvation of his soul. 
O that Gop would deepen conviction upon his “oe 

: (To be Continued.) @fa@e- 939 


* “Of this conversation, the following is a sketch.—Observing Manomen At! 
to be much affected by the departure of Mr. BiyrH, as well as by the inward 
working of his soul, Dr. Ross remarked, that while painful feelings were excite 
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AN ADDRESS 


Delivered at the anniversary meeting of the South-Carolina Conference Missionary 
Society, in Charleston, January, 1824, by the Rev. Stspugs Oxin. 


Mr. PreEsIpeEnrT, 


Ar the request of your Board of Mana T rise to second 
my beloved brother who preceded me, in askii for an expression 
of your gratitude to the generous patrons of your society. Stranger 
as I am to your respected body, for this occasion first introduced 
me to your acquaintance, and to your cause, for it was but yester- 
day that I began to love the religion whose blessings you are 
labouring to diffuse, it were better perhaps, that I had declined 
their inyitation altogether, and rendered back, that it might be 
committed to abler hands, an appointment which indeed calls 
forth my warmest thanks, but which far surpasses my highest fac- 
ulties. But I thought, sir, that from this holiest cause upon which 
Christianity is expending its treasures and its prayers, I was not 
at liberty to withhold even my feeble assistance, that however, on 
other occasions, youth and inexperience might plead’ an apology, 
and diffidence become me well on the present, neutrality would be 
guilt, and silence treachery. 1 thought too, since your reliance 
is less upon human efforts than heavenly aid, it would minister 
encouragement to be assured that even the humblest believer 
commends your purpose, and prays for your success. And { 
rejoice to knew that if your advocate is weak, your cause is 
strong. If the untutored hand which presumes to touch the ark: 
shall tremble, the sacred repository of the Covenant and the manna, 
the abode of the glorious Shekinah shall still move securely and 
triumphantly on. 


by the separation which had just taken place between us and our Brother, yet 
our minds were supported, and even cheered, by that communion which we still 
enjoyed, as Christians united in one spirit, and by the assured prospect which we 
entertained of meeting again in glory, never to part. He replied, ‘ Mr. Brrr 
took me apurt at the river side, and said, “We shalt see each other no more; but 
we shall meet again in heaven, if you believe in the Sayiour:” this went te 
my heart.’ He then asked, ‘ Shall I meet with him there ?” Dr. Ross replied, ‘I 
do not know ; there is only one true way of reaching that happy place, and if you 
do not go by that way, er shall never get there.’ With a strong aspiration he* 
said. ‘ If the Lorp will, I shall meet him there.’ Previous to Mr. Biytw’s depar- 
ture from the Mission-house, the Missionaries met in Mr. Mitcur.t’s house, to 
commit him to the care and grace of Gop. Manomep At was present. in 
the whole of the service, he was deeply affected, and frequently sobbed ie 
He now inquired of Dr. Ross the nature.of that gervice. Dr. Ross read to him 
the 12st Psalm, which had been sung ; translated part of the forty-third chapter 
of Isaiah, which had been read; and gave a short explanation of the prayer 
which had been offered up. He was struck with them all; marked the chapter 
in Isaiah to read by himself, in the Arabic version which he bad at home ; (he at 
this time seemed putea anxious to have either a Persic or Turkish Version 
of the writings of the Prophets;) and remarked,‘ The Mohammedans, too, on 
these occasions, pray, but not like you; they speak with their lips, but their 
hearts are in their gardens and at the markets.’ ~ After some further conversation 
he left Dr. Ross, and called upon the German Missionaries. His heart was full. 
O that I had a a where I might retire and weep,’ be exclaimed; and gave 
full vent to the feelings of his soul, by shedding a flood of tears.” | 
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There was a time, within the memory of many who hear me, 
when the defender of the Missionary cause had a most difficult 
part to perform—clad, as he might be, in all the preparation of 
learning, eloquence and piety. He indeed appealed to the be- 
tieving soul with. the cogency of resistless argument, but faith 
has never been thé genius of mankind, and history furnished no 
authorities, and experience no facts, sufficient to convince a skep- 
tical world. The force of the apostolic example was lost in the 
Japse of many centuries. What was enjoined by the Redeemer 
upon his primitive followers, was thought inapplicable to the cir- 
cumstances of modern times, and the plainest declarations of the 
Bible, at least in one instance, exercised no controllin influence 
over the human understanding. It was in vain that the isiisionary 
appealed, in vindication of his character and his conduct, to the 
law and to the testimony where itis written “I will give thee the 
heathen for thy inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for a possession,” and to the gospel, where it is commanded, “go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” It 
was in vain he contended that these were “ words of truth and 
soberness,” promises to be fulfilled and precepts to be obeyed, 
not the visions of enthusiasm, nor the mere pigments of imagina- 
tion employed, in virtue of poetic licence, to round off a period 
and swell the glowing numbers of prophetic song. . These reason- 
ings, prevalent indeed with a humble few, to whom the gospel had 
proved “the power of God unto salvation,” were lost upon the 
unbelieving multitude, for they were destitute of that spiritual sense 
to which alone such truths can successfully address themselves. 
The wise and the speculative deigned but a transient and a scorning 

lance to Missionary pretensions. Enough however they saw to call 
orth their contempt and their opposition. It was a wild and vision- 
ary scheme, an empty bubble, a nine days’ wonder, just fitted to 
cater to the greedy appetite of fanatical credulity, destined per- 
haps to add another slumbering folio to the stupid legends of saint- 
ly vagaries, then to pass away and be forgotten, with Knight er- 
rantry and the Crusades, and all the nameless follies which have 
* disgraced the Church and disturbed the world. Against this mus- 
tered and sullen array of prejudice and ignorance and bigotry and 
sin, the earlier Missionaries, throwing themselves upon the re- 
sources of a “faith that works by love,” rushed into the field of 
actual demonstration, to test their slandered theory in watchfulness, 
and toils, and sufferings. And besides the attainment of their holy 
purpose, the spread of the gospel and the salvation of souls, they 
have gained another point, collateral indeed, and inferior to the 
main object, but of singular importance to the future success of their 
cause. They have furnished weapons with which the weakest of 
their friends may fearlessly combat with the stoutest and the bold- 
est of their foes. They have raised the trophies of their victory 
upon the falling prejudices of the world, and won an honourable 
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place, in the‘annals of the age, for the record of their doings.. Our 
arguments, as the advocates of Missions, are no longer addressed 
exclusively to the faith of a Christian. They are all addressed 
to the reason of aman. Our appeal is no longer to promises, and 
to the visions of prophecy, but to performance and the details of 
authentic history. In order to lead the dis@iple of a cautious 
philosophy into a willing subserviency to our benevolent purposes, 
we do not ask him to depart, by one iota, from all: the strictness 
of his reasoning habits, nor, for a single moment, to depose his 
understanding from maintaining over the whole investigation, the 
dominion of a jealous and a watchful superintendence. We only 
ask him to remain true to his own admired masters, and apply to 
the subject of missions, those sober rules of judging by which he 
is guided in the pursuits of his own favourite sciences. As the 
enlightened philosopher would not attempt to establish the doc- 
trines of Copernicus, by confuting, one by one, the puerile ob- 
jections by which unlettered ignorance is persuaded that the earth 
is plane and not a globe, but by appealing directly to its. frequent 
circumnavigation, its circular shadow and all the phenomena by 
which its sphericity is so conclusively demonstrated; so to these 
notable arguments against missions that ‘“‘ God made all nations 
and gave to them such religion as he pleased,” that “the heathen 
are contented, and ought not to be disturbed, are prejudiced, and 
cannot be converted,” that “without Christianity, Greece was 
polished, Rome powerful, and China populous.” ‘To these and 
the whole kindred host of objections, so well known at the present 
day, we pretend not to reply, either by denying truisms or by 
labouring to disprove what has no connexion with the subject. 
We only ask of our opposers to step a little aside from the be- 
wildering mists of their speculations, to brush away the dust of 
controversy that obscures their vision, and then just to open both 
their eyes, and go along with us, not to hear what may be said, 
but to see what has been done. Our appeal is from slander and 
misconception and idle declamation, even td the very field of 
Missionary toil and the exploits of Missionary prowess; to Africa 
where the Hottentot believes, and the Caffrar prays; to Asia 
where the gospel utters its redeeming voice in thirty languages, 
and where the stubborn prejudices and grim idolatries of uncount- 
ed centuries; are melting away before the patience of Missionary 
labours and the fervency of Missionary zeal; to the islands of the 
Pacific where, in the energetic language of prophecy, a nation 
has been born in a day, kings and queens have become the nursing 
fathers and mothers of the church, and Christianity and civiliza- 
tion are shedding their consociated blessings upon regenerated 
thousands ; .to the Greenlander and the Esquimaux, once gnore 
savage than their own bleak hills and the cliffs on their ice-bound 
shores; now adorned with all the graceful lineaments of ped ie 
pel; to the West-Indies, where thirty thousand of the sons of Ham 
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are interceding with the God of justice in behalf of the guilty men 
who tore them from their native home and consigned them to 
bondage. Our appeal is to the islands of every sea and the in- 
habitants of every land ; to the leaveni of truth which is working 
its healing miracles in noiseless secrecy, and to those fields of 
moral beauty whieh from the dreary waste of surrounding sin, are 
every where sending up a fragrance grateful to rejoicing heaven, 
and, like the circlets on a summer’s lake, when agitated by a fall- 
ing shower, are extending their borders and enlarging their di- 
mensions, till each shall be lost in one vast circumference of light 
and life that shall gird the earth around, and grasp, in its ample 
embrace, the universal family of man. 

Such are the proofs on which we rely to vindicate the Mission- 
ary cause from the foul charge of extravagance and folly and 
worthlessness with which it has been aspersed; proofs so amazing 
and stupendous, that the mind is lost and overwhelmed in their 
contemplation. In kind our reasoning is precisely such as guided 
Bacon, and Newron, and Locke in their inquiries, and planted 
the modern philosophy upon that solid foundation where it now 
reposes. Should any, regarding more the shade than the light of 
the picture, looking rather to what is still wanting, than to what 
is already accomplished, be dissatisfied, and think that near fifty 
thousand converts, made by the labours of less than five hundred 
Missionaries, is an insufficient result; we answer, that the friends 
of Missions do not plead their past successes as an apology for 
indolence and repose, but in justification of still larger antici- 
pations and still mightier efforts. ‘Their motto is that of a con- 
quering hero who considers nothing finished whilst any thing re- 
mains to be done, and to day, they present themselves before a 
Christian public, to solicit from their charity, the means of ad- 
vancing with accelerated energies, to the full accomplishment of 
their holy purposes. 

But, sir, by a strange fatality that seems to hang over all our 
attempts to conciliate the regards of this caviling age, these very 
arguments, which we have alleged in defence of our cause, are per- 
verted into topics of reproach and crimination. The ground of 
attack has been shifted, and we are no longer blamed for perform- 
ing too little, but for attempting too much. The enemies of Mis- 
sions, after having been demonstrated out of their skepticism by 
history and fact, are now seeking to hide their blushes and con- 
tinue their hostility, under the whining forms of patriotism and 
philanthropy. What was formerly ridiculed as foolish is now 
denounced as expensive, and no sooner is it attempted to raise 
a-few hundred dollars to build a cabin and pay a school-master to 
instract the heathen, than the wise and prudent of this world are 
seized with alarming apprehensions of the poverty, which is about 
to overspread the land, and the national bankruptcy that must 
ensue from such ruinous drains of specie, and such thriftless in- 
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vestments of capital. The sage politician sees visions of conquer- 
ing navies and replenished armories; of effective canals by which 
wealth and prosperity might be made to circulate through all the 
regions of this wide-spreading empire; of impregnable fortresses 
whose guns and battlements might frown defiance to hostile inva- 
sion, upon every promontory, from Florida té#Maine. ; 

It has been shrewdly discovered that charity begins at home, 
and they, who, to say the least of them, were never more sharp- 
sighted than their neighbours in looking for scenes of human woe, 
have announced, that it is from the beseeching objects of unheed- 
ed wretchedness, that throng our own streets and besiege our own 
doors, we are turning away the streams of our benevolence to be 
wasted in foreign lands. When all the poor of our own country 
shall be well fed and clothed and instructed ; when every neigh- 
bourhood shall be completely supplied with schools and churches; 
when there shall be no more suffering to be alleviated, nor igno- 
rance to be instructed, nor sinners to be converted, then we are 
assured it will be time enough to look abroad in quest of objects 
for our surplus munificence. 

Standing as I do before the members of a Missionary Society, 
who are chiefly known to the public for the part they have shared, 
as members of another association, in those unexampled sufferings 
and successes in the cause of Christian philanthropy which the 
religious world has been admiring for more than half a century, it 
might be thought indecorous, and it would surely be unnecessary, 
for me to speak of the victorious comparison they might sustain, 
with any other set of men under heaven, in those home charities 
which the enemies of Missions seem disposed to arrogate the ex- 
clusive honours. They may safely appear in vindication of their 
claims, to the improvement in public morals, which their labours 
have achieved; to “the sdlitary places made glad for them, 
and the deserts made to rejoice and blossom as the rose.” Or 
if these should withhold their testimony, and the stones should not 
utter a justifying and an approving voice, “ their witness is in 
heaven and their record on high,” and they will cheerfully wait 
for the great day of eternity to reveal, before the assembled fami- 
lies of the earth, the strength and the worth of that charity which 
published a free salvation in their populous dwelling places, and 
bore its gracious messages inté the wilderness along with the ear- 
liest footsteps of the most adventurous emigration ; which through 
all that was hazardous in the most disastrous climates, and all that 
was repulsive in the most loathsome forms of depravity, wherever 
a sinner could be found, brought to his relief, a man of sympathy 
and of prayer. 

In such a comparison, sir, I am confident, your Society would 
have nothing to fear. Others too, might come in for their share 
of approbation, and I am far from believing that hostility to Mis- 
sions always springs from a pernicious spirit, or an unfeeling 
Vou. VII. 39 
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heart, although I have yet to learn that it is infallibly auspicious 
of the opposite dispositions. It is quite a possible case, that the 
man who shuts his ears to the Macedonian cry of perishing hea- 
thens abroad, may yet be unable to resist the vociferous importu- 
nity of rags and wretchedness before his eyes, and oe demands 
that this solicitude*for the temporal comfort of hisaspecies should 
be taken, as far as it will go, in offset against his stupid indifference 
to the salvation of their souls. For me, [ would rejoice to see 
these proofs of good nature and good feeling multiplied more and 
more, till the last of my doubts and the last of my prejudices 
were removed. O, 1 would gladly follow these disciples of a new 
Christianity, who transpose the terms of an Apostolic injunction, 
and walk by sight and not by faith, to the scenes of their brightest 
display ; to sick men’s beds where they administer relief; to the 
Negro’s cabin, where they pour-instruction into his darkened soul, 
and guide his untutored prayers to a throne of mercy 3 or to where 
the beams of approving Heaven smile upon the lovely proportions 
of some hallowed asylum which gives shelter to the orphan 
beneficiaries of their compassion or their piety. Upon these 
honourable exhibitions of manly sympathy and Christian charity, 
would | found the most delightful anticipations. In such an aus- 
picious ‘moment, when his “hands were engaged in a work of 
righteousness and tender mercy held all the keys of his soul, | 
would not fear to approach the deadliest foe of Missions upon a 
Missionary errand. I-would spread before him the claims of so 
Godlike a charity, that its Missionary aspect should be forgotten 
altogether in its benevolent object. To his head and his heart, 
I would address such a message as should kindle into so bright a 
flame, his love of mercy, that upon it, as a holy altar, his hatred 
to Missions should be wholly consumed. In a word, I would 
present to his justice and his generosity, the object of your high 
soliciiude, the Creek Indian Mission, which associates, in its cha- 
racter, whatever should ally to its interests, the humanity, the 
patriotism and the piety of those who hear me. 

I hope it will not be thought, the remarks in which I have. in- 
dulged upon the general question of Missions, are foreign from 
the particular subject of this day’s deliberations. I know that, if a 
verdict of extravagance and folly, were found upon that grand 
system of universal benevolence, your society must come in for 
such share of guilt and contempt as belongs to an accessary. | 
hasten, however, to the special object of your attention, and will 
endeavour to atone by the brevity of my conclusion, for any de- 
parture from what may be deemed the legitimate sphere of my 
observations. 

Our forefathers, together with a rich inheritance of moral and 
political advantages, have left to our synpathies and our piety, the 
two-fold charge of an exotic population, unrighteously introduced 
amongst us, whose existence is the worst foe to our prosperity, 
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and whose rapid multiplication looks, with a threatening aspect, 
upon thesperpetuity of our happy institutions; and of a native 
population, the ancient and rightful proprietors of the soil we 
cultivate, who, from their earliest intercourse with the European 
race, have been: hastening to-destruction with a swift and unin- 
terrupted tendency. For the former class of*persons, humanit 

has already done much, and is still active in their behalf. In 
many instances, they enjoy all the necessaries and many of the 
conveniences of life. Religion freély admits them to her churches, 
her instructions, and her sacraments; and we may confidently | 
hope that as experience shall gradually remove those prejudices 
which still unfortunately exist, their condition will receive all that 
improvement which is compatible with the general welfare. 

For the Aborigines of our country, litde has been done and lit- 
tle attempted. Their sufferings, their wrongs and their mournful 
fate, are without a parallel in the history of man.” Brave and in- 
dependent, their Creator planted them in this fair continent.— 
Their dominion spread abroad on every hand, and their right was 
undisputed. The hills and valleys, the beaten shores and the 
mountain torrents, were all their own, and the unfettered breezes 
which shook the foliage of their wild forests, were not more free 
than the valiant huntsman who reposed beneath their shade. 
Unbidden and unauthorized, our ancestors came to their peaceful 
home. By contract or by force, by the baubles of traffic or the 
sword of war, they got possession of their lands. ‘They poured 
into their unsuspecting bosoms all the contaminating vices of 
civilized life, unaccompanied by asingle safeguard or one redeem- 
ing pxinciple, which education and religion have invented to 
counteract their destructive influences. At their approach, the 
Indian population melted away like the snow upon their own 
mountains, before the zephyrs of spring. From the shores of the 
Atlantic, where they pursued the chase and marshalled the hosts 
of battle, they have fled successively, for protection to the Alle- 
ghany mountains, to the Ohio and the Mississippi. At the pre- 
sent day only a humble remnant is left upon earth. Still m their 
wonted attitude of plight and of suffering, and still pursued by 
relentless persecution, they are slowly passing on to where ano- 
ther wave of civilization from the remotest west, may ere long, 
check their progress, and dash them back upon the wave they are 
vainly attempting to escape, till the buffeted wreck of this mag- 
nanimous people shall be swallowed up for ever. 

I love to contemplate the bright pages of my country’s history. 
I dwell with rapture upon the rich scenes of her prosperity ; her 
rapid growth in arts and in power; the intelligence of her citi- 
zens; the uprightness of her general policy and the wisdom of her 
institutions, which have lifted up the rights and the dignity of man 
from being lorded over and trodden under foot by hereditary 
pride, to their legitimate place of security and dominion. I re- 
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joice too at the trophies our heroes have won in the fields of 
righteous combat, although the blood and bereavements Dy which 
they were achieved, throw over the contemplation, the hue of a 
sable melancholy. But when I think of the poor Indians; of their 
violated rights and unmerited sufferings; how they came to be 
considered intruders and foreigners in the land which God had 
given them for their dwelling place ; and when they were driven 
from their beloved homes and the burying grounds of their fathers, 
into the distant wilderness, the rapacity of white men pursued 
them there ; and because they were unwilling to share this last 
refuge of their calamities with their unfeeling invaders, they were 
held to be aggressors, and slaughtering armies were sent amongst 
them which burnt up their scanty food and their simple habita- 
tions, and turned out their women and children into the cold win- 
ter storm; aye—and helpless and innocent as they were—murdered 
them all with ‘exterminating cruelty. Oh! my heart sickens 
within me at such: recollections, and [ tremble at the thought of a 
day of retribution which is appointed for nations as well as indi- 
viduals. 

And what, let me ask, are the sentiments cherished towards the 
solitary families of red men who still linger on the earth, by the 
ten millions of people who have turned their forests into corn 
fields, and built cities on their graves! Is it a feeling of resent- 
ment, because they have proved faithless in peace and ferocious 
in war? Surely it is too soon to have forgotten the provocations 
which goaded them on to madness and revenge. If they nego- 
ciated with our public authorities, they were met by a grasping 

olicy which swept away their possessions, a province at a time. 
f they traded with private individuals, their skins and furs, the 
fruit of their hard toils, were obtained in exchange for worthless 
trinkets and devouring luxuries. If they dwelt in our neighbour- 
hood, wasting corruptions overspread their land. If they fled 
from our contaminating intercourse, avarice and oppression hunted 
out their retreats. In peace and in war, the causes of their ruin 
were always at work, and a gloomy anticipation of coming de- 
struction was for ever pressing upon their hearts. From us they 
had learned nothing but craft and perfidy. With the sanctity of 
treaties their unenlightened souls were unacquainted, but the God 
of nature led them to feel, and it is not strange that the bravest 
of them sometimes burst away from the lethargy of intoxication 
and despair, and poured upon their oppressors, a torrent of deso- 
lating fury. 

But I am aware, that since the Indians have ceased to be the 
objects of terror, they are no longer the objects of resentment. 
Another sentiment, less guilty, but not less dangerous, has taken 
place of the spirit of vengeance ; an infidel discouragement which 
represses hope and paralyzes exertion. A persuasion is abroad 
amongst us, that the fatal decree has already gone forth against 
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this devoted people; that the elements of a nature, so incorrigibly 
savage, are deposited in their bosoms, as bids defiance to the me- 
liorating influences of civilization, and we seem to be waiting, in 
gloomy expectancy, for the day of their doom. And if these 
doctrines had their foundations in truth and in experience, what 
would be the inference? That we should remain the inactive 
spectators of their sad catastrophe? No: We should fly the more 
speedily to their relief, and strew the flowers of celestial hope 
along the dreary pathway of their approaching ruin. We should 
call upon our country to atone, while atonement was possible, for 
the wrongs she has inflicted; interpose all the resources of her 
power and her policy, to throw the opposing dykesof her wisdom 
and benevolence, before the desolating torrent, which is sweep- 
ing away an injured race to where they will unite their accusing 
voice with those who have gone before, in calling down the ven- 
geance of Heaven upon our encroachments and oppressions. We 
should cry to the slumbering church to put her mightiest energies 
in requisition; to hasten, whilst haste might be availing, to snatch, 
at least, a few brands from this devouring burning; to quench the 
conflagration of sin, with the waters of salvation; to pour through 
the scorched fragments the life giving sap of the Gospel, and 
plant them as trees of righteousness in the vineyard of God, 
where, for a season, they might bring forth the fruits of holiness, 
a late but cheering testimonial of the penitence of earth, and 
delightful foretaste of the unrevealed blessedness of Heaven. 
But this despair of which I have spoken is gratuitous altogether, 
condemned by the faith of a Christian and the reason of a man. 
From the failure of some former attempts to improve the condi- 
tion of the Aborigines, it would be folly and injustice to infer, 
that the efforts of the present day will prove like unsuccessful. 
We are not making over again an experiment that has already 
failed. We are not resting upon principles, long since exploded ; 
nor seeking to ingraft the refinements of civilization upon a savage 
nature, which uniformly recoils from their approach. We intro- 
duce a process which is to change that nature and implant new 
principles. Our reliance is not upon a power which has often 
been defeated, but which has always been victorious ; even that 
same power of the Gospel which converted the brutish Goths who 
plundered the Capitol, into the polished Italian who built the 
church of St. Peter; that power which turned the savage inhabi- 
tants of ancient Britain, who enslaved and sold their countrymen, 
in clannish broils, at home, or murdered them in gladiatorial 
shows abroad, into the Newtons, the Howarps, the Wiiser- 
Forces, the Wes.eys, and the Careys of modern England.— 
The Gospel gives us in morals, what ARCHIMEDES wanted in 
mechanics, another world to plant our engines upon, and with 
this vantage ground we have nothing to fear from the most stub- 
born coalition of sin and barbarism. 
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It is fashionable to speak of the conversion of the Indians as a 
mere utopian hypothesis, a scheme more visionary than all the 
visions that feed the voracious credulity of a believing generation, 
And yet this common prejudice is in the face of all experience, 
which has uniformly demonstrated that they yield the readiest and 
the ripest fruits to Missionary zeal. The labours of the United 
Brethren, of Mavuew, Exxiot, Brainarp, Finuay and others, 
have been crowned with ample success, and the waywardness of 
the savage character has submitted to the healing influences of 
the Gospel. If their converts have not, in every instance, been 
reduced into organized, intelligent and enduring communities, it 
was because first successes were not followed up; because the 
whites thought it more for their own interest to keep them in a 
state of degraded inferiority, than to admit them to the just rights 
of men; because they were neglected and cheated and corrupted 
in peace, and murdered in war; for any other cause, I am fully 
persuaded, than-any incapacity in the Indians themselves, to be 
moulded into all the noblest forms of intellectual and moral ex- 
cellence. 

I thank God, better feelings and sounder doctrines are begin- 
ning to prevail. ‘The American churches are waking from their 
guilty slumbers, and those wretched wanderers, so long forgotten 
in the dispensations of our benevolence, are no more to be con- 
sidered as savage beasts which should be hunted from the earth; 
but as immortal beings who may be tutored for the skies. ‘The 
seed has been sown which is already bringing forth a plenteous 
harvest to the glory of God and the salvation of men; and we 
who have listened to the yells of ravage and death echoed from 
invaded forests, may yet live, till these forlorn outcasts shall be 
reclaimed to the charities of society ; till a message of redeeming 
love shall visit afl their families and bring them into a rich com- 
munion of our privileges and our hopes. 

Sir, I have done, I thank you for this opportunity of offering 
my humble tribute to the Missionary cause, and my heart responds 
to the declaration of gratitude which, I am sure, you will accord 
to the supporters of your pious undertaking. 


So 


EVIL SPEAKING REBUKED. 


When any one was speaking ill of another in the presence of 
Perer the Great, he at first listened to him attentively, and then 
interrupted him: “Ts there not,” said-he, “a fair side also to 
the character of the person of whom you are speaking? Come, 
tell me what good qualities you have remarked about him.” 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


= 
EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Thursday, May 13, 1824, was held at the City-Hotel, New-York, the Eighth 
Anniversary of the American Bible Society. " 

An address from the President of the Society, the Hon. Joun Jay, was read 
by the Rev. Dr. James Mityor, Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. This 
very appropriate address concludes in the following words :— 


‘Qur days are becoming more and 
more favoured and distinguished by new 
and unexpected accessions of strength 
to the cause of Christianity. A zeal 
unknown to may preceding ages, has 
recently pervaded almost every Chris- 
tian country, and occasioned the esta- 
blishment of institutions well calculated 
to diffuse the knowledge and impress 
the precepts-of the Gospel both at home 
and abroad. ‘The number and diversity 
of these institutions, their concurrent 
teudency to promote these purposes, 
and the multitudes who are cordially 
giving them aid and support, are so ex- 
traordinary, and so little analogous to 
the dictates of human propensities and 
passions, that no adequate cause can be 
assivued for them, but the goodness, 
wisdom and will of Him who made and 
governs the world. 

‘We have reason to rejoice that'such 
institutions have been so greatly multi- 
plied and cherished in the United States; 
especially, as a kind Providence has 
blessed us, not only with peace and 
plenty, but also with the full and secure 
enjoyment of our civil and religious 
rights and privileges. Let us therefore, 
persevere in our endeavours tu promote 
the operation of these institutions, and 
to accelerate the attainment of. their 
objects. Their unexampled rise, pro- 
gress and success in giving Light to the 


heathen, and in rendering Christians 
more and more “obedient to the faith,” 
apprize us, that the Great Captain of 
our Salvation is going forth, “ conquer- 
ing and to conquer =’ and is directing 
and employing these means and mea- 
sures for that important purpose. They 
therefore, who enlist in His service, 
have the highest encouragement to fulfil 
the duties assigned to their respective 
stations, for, most certain it is, that those 
of His followers who stedfastly and vig- 
orously contribute to the furtherance 
and completion of His conquest, will 
also participate in the transcendent glo- 
ries and blessings of His Triumpu.” 


“The Treasurer, Witt1am W. Woo t- 
sry, Esq. read the report of the Com- 
mittee who audited his accounts, by 
which it appeared that the net receipts 
for the year have been $41,008 44, and 
the expenditures for the year $43,103.87. 

“ Parts of the Annual Report were then 
read by the Rev. Dr. 3.S. Woopautt, 
Secretary for Domestic Correspondence 
from which it appeared that the issues of 
Bibles and Testaments, within the year, 
were 31,590 Bibles, and 28,849 Testa- 
ments, making with those issued in for- 
mer years, 309,062 copies of the Scrip- 
tures. 

‘Several resolutions were then unan- 
imously adopted by the Society.” 


We have only room to present the following extracts from the speeches which 


were delivered on that interesting occasion. 


Dr. Jexemiau Day, President of 


Yale College, Connecticut, in moving the resolution to adopt and print the Re- 


port, among other things observed ;— 


“When I look at the efforts which 
are now making to send the Word: of 
Life to the nations and the families of 
the earth, my thoughts are carried back 
to a memorable prayer, which was of- 
fered nearly two thousand years since. 
Our Lord knowing that his hour was 
come, that he should depart out of this 
world, and ascend to his Father, gather- 
ed around him the chosen companions 


of his labours, to deliver to them his 
dying benediction. 

** When this was ended, he lifted up 
his-eyes to heaven, and said, “ Holy 
Father, keep through thine own name, 
those whom thou hast given me. Sanc- 
tify them, through thy truth, thy word is 
truth.” The object of this petition ot 
Christ was, that his disciples might be 
made holy. The means by which they 
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were to be made holy, was the Word 
of Truth. Nor were the disciples then 
present, the only persons for whom this 
blessing was asked; ‘ Neither pray 1 
for these alone,’ says Christ, ‘but for 
them also, which shall believe through 
their word ; that they all may be one.’ 

“The purpose for which this prayer 
was offered, will most assuredly be ac- 
complished. From that day to this, the 
Scriptures of truth, have been producing 
their effect, in sanctifying the bearts and 
lives of men. And they will continue 
their influence, till one united song of 
praise shall ascend from the nations 
which dwell on the face of the earth. 

“The truth of revelation is thus eff- 
cacious, because it is the word of the 
living God. It is that truth which Om- 
niscience has chosen to communicate, 
as the light of the world. He who 
formed the spirit of man within him, 
knows perfectly the means, which are 
best adapted to control his affections, 
and carry conviction to his understand- 
ing. He ean check the torrent of de- 
pravity, which all human efforts are in- 
sufficient to withstand. He has not 
only given us the truth—his own truth, 
with no mixture of error: but has se- 
cured its triumph, by an inviolable pro- 
mise. *Foras the rain cometh down 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth; so shall my 
word be, saith the Lord, that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void; but it shall accomplish 
that which I please.’ 

‘“¢ And, Sir, it is God’s own truth, the 
truth of his word, and that alone, which 
he ordinarily blesses as the means by 
which holiness is attained. ‘There are 
other truths, which are of high impor- 
tance in the business and intercourse of 
life. But they will not produce obe- 
dience to the divine commands. Lite- 
rature may exalt the understanding, it 
may spread before us the luxuries of 
fancy, it may cast a brightness over the 
face of society; but it will never rescue 
the heart from the dominion of sin. 

“ Science may greatly advance the 
useful and the elegant arts. It may store 
the mind with the treasures of wisdom, 
which have been accumulating for ages. 
It may send our thoughts far abroad 
among the worlds and systems of worlds, 
with which the heavens are filled. 


“ But never yet, did philosophic tube 

That brings the planets home into the eye 
Of observation, and discovers, else 

Not visible, his family of worlds, 

Discover bim that rules them.” 


“ What philosophical code of ethics has 
ever been productive of practical godii- 
ness? If you would persuade a man to 
enter upon a course of piety and vir- 
tue, you must come to him in the name 
of the God of heaven. You «ust deliver 
him a message from the throne of eter- 
nal justice: the rules of life which you 
propose to him, must be clothed with 
the authority of the Infinite Lawgiver. 
Your lesssons of duty must carry with 
thein the sanction of eternal retribution. 

“The happiness also, which results 
from the practice of holiness, is to be 
ascribed to the influence of revealed 
truth. There may be a momentary 
gratification from sensual indulgence— 
there may be a buoyancy of spirits in 
the youthful glow of health—there may 
be a delirious joy in the triumphs of 
unhallowed ambition. But there can 
be no srbstantial peace of mind, which 
does not arise from obedience to the 
truth; the foundation on which rests 
the felicity of heaven. 

“ Would you cheer the Christian who 
is languishing in poverty ? open to him 
the volume in which he can read his 
title to mansions in the heavens. Would 
you revive the spirit which affliction 
has overpowered ? spread before it the 
pages which will cause it to glory in 
tribulation. Would you sustain the soul 
which is sinking in death? read the in- 
vitations which direct it to look to the 
eternal God as its refuge. 

‘<The same divine word, which pours 
light and joy into the heart of the hum- 
ble believer, dispels the darkness which 
has rested for ages on the nations of 
the earth. It was this which burst the 
gloom in which even the Christian 
world was sunk before the Protestant 
reformation. It is this which, from 
that day to the present, has been shed- 
ding a brighter and brighter light upon 
the people who have welcomed its 
beams. It is this which will triumph 
over every remaining superstition and 
error; which will break up the systems 
of idolatrous worship; which will fill 
the earth with the knowledge and the 
glory of God.” 


The Rev. Apsatom Peters, of Bennington, Vermont, of the Presbyterian 
Church, on moving the resolution of thanks to the Board of Managers for theit 
services the past year; after some preliminary remarks, proceeded as follows :— 

















‘Mr. President, I hope to indulge in 
no unholy flight of fancy; but really 
Sir, { never before occupied a place 
where I could view myself to be in so 
interesting a light, a citizen of the world, 
and a member of the church universal. 
I never before so sensibly felt a bro- 
ther’s heart moving within me, as when 
J look around upon the various denomi- 
nations of Christians, who compose this 
Society, and contemplate the spiritual 
wretchedness of millions, who are bone 
of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. 1 
never before felt that | was speaking to 
all Christendom, and uttering my voice 
in the hearing of the nations. I am 
strongly reminded by the circumstances 
of this meeting of the journey of Moses, 
‘frem the plains of Moab unto the moun- 
‘ain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah,’ when 
‘the Lord showed him all the land’ of 
Israel’s future inheritance, saying, ‘J 
have caused thee to see it with thine eyes.’ 
This occasion places us upon & moun- 
tain that overlooks the inheritance of the 
saints. We have come up to the sum- 
mit of a moral high-land, from which, 
in the light of heaven’s sun, we may 
look down upon the landscape of the 
world. It is a light which 

‘sets times past in present view, 
Brings distant prospects home, 


Of things a thousand years ago, 
Or thousand years to come.’ 


Unrolled before us is the measureless 
map of man; and from the top of this 
Pisgah, we may look back on the wil- 
derness, around us on the multitudes of 
Israel, and the march of Zion, and on- 
ward to the triumph of holiness overevery 
thing which tendeth to hurt or to destroy. 

“There was a time, Sir, when the 
sources of knowledge were open only 
toafew; whenneitherworksof science, 
nor the Oracles of God could be multi- 
plied excepting by the tiresome and 
endless labour of the transcriber.-— 
Then the lamp of science and the fire 
of religion burnt but dimly at a few de- 
tached points on the summit of society, 
while all around them was cheerless 
night and winter. And that night was 
long. A thousand years the church 
travelled in darkness almost unmingled. 
“They wandered in the wilderness, in 
a solitary place ; they found no city to 


Eighth Anniversary of the American Bible Soviety. 318 


dwell in,’ while the nations around 
them were shrouded in a gloom whith 
nothing but the eye of God could pere- 
trate. The human intellect was impri- 
soned ; the souls of men were stiffened 
by the chills of winter; cold and frogen 
as the polar snows, while the sun delays 
his rising on the night of the year. The 
cause , the effect, and thé 
effect in its turn increased the catise, 
till the chains of superstition and igno- 
ranceé, from the centre to the poles, had 
well nigh been fastened on the world: 
And even when, by the discovery of the 
art of printing, a facility was afforded 
for breaking the links of this spiritual 
and intellectual vinculum, it was lon 
before any could be found who had ckil 
to apply the instrument. For two hurn- 
dred years therefore, the Church, igno- 
rant of the power of this facility, lay 

daning under bands that she might 

ave burst as tow, till they were torn 
asunder by the strength of the Protestant 
reformation. 

“But that which twas is passed away, 
and that which is—yes, we bless God for 
the vision—that which is, claims our 
attention. The Church is no longer a 
prisoner. She is no longer a solitary 
wanderer in the wilderness. The pre- 
sent age presents her entering the fields 
of light and knowledge, and approath- 
ing her destined triumph. The day has 
dawned upon the path-way of her glory. 
She is looking forth ‘as the morning 
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, an 
terrible as an army with banners.’ As 
she pursues her onward march across 
the wilderness, and rises over the moutis 
tain wave, the prince of the powers of 
the air, the spirit that always has wrought 
in the children of disobedience, recedes, 
and gives up the ground. The armies 
of Israel begin to wave, the banner of 
victory. The mightiest conqueror in 
the universe is already setting his foot 
upon the neck of the .nightiest foe. He 
dashes to the earth the temples of idol- 
atry ; the altars of paganism crumble to 
the dust at his approach ; kings tremble 
on their thrones, and cast their crowns 
at his feet ; while queens are becomin 
nursing mothers to the retinue that fol- 
low him.—But we shall soon be done 
with the present.” 


The Rev. Spencer H. Cone, of New-York, of the Baptist Church, se¢onded 
the motion, and concluded his address in the following words :— 


“Ts it said—and does it operate as a 
discouragement upon any of our minds, 
that ‘we shall not dwell upon the earth 


siah?? Why, Sir, the mere anticipation 
of those halcyon days should animate 
us with holy joy, and strengthen us with 


during the millennial reign of the Mes- invincible fortitude. It was not the 
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privilege of David to build the temple of 
the Lord ; but to gather together mate- 
rials for the splendid edifice, was his 
honourable and delightful employ. — 
What though we may not see the walls 
of Zion extending from the river-to the 
ends of the earth, is it nothing to behold 
her already enlarging the place of her 
tent, and stretching forth the curtains of 
her habitation? It was not the pleasure 
of Jehovah, that the sword should depart 
from the house of Israel's king while 
he lived, yet his wars were indispensa- 
bly necessary, and preparatory to the 
peaceful reign of Solomon. 

“If it be not our lot to hear the shout 
of victory bursting from the marshalled 
host of Jesus, at the decisive battle of 
Armageddon, in that great day of God 
Almighty, when the Lord shall. come 
out of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity ; yet, en- 
listed under the banners of the great 
Captain of Salvation, and knowing that 
the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty, through God, to the 
pulling down of strong holds, every 
nerve should be exerted, and every 
heart beat with all a soldier’s ardour, 
while engaged in those Church militant 
operations which are introductory to 
that interesting epoch when the dragon 
and his followers shall sink beneath the 
all-conquering arm of Michael and his 
angels. 

“‘ Nor are we cheered alone by prophe- 
tic vision; or by the exceeding great and 
ee promises with which the Holy 

ook abounds ; our souls are quickened, 
and our hands strengthened by actual 
and extensive success. Copies of the 
Bible have been greatly multiplied and 
widely circulated; and many of our 
immortal fellow-beings, looking into the 
precious volume, and with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image, 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spi- 


The Rev. Dr. Wittiam M‘Murray 


rit of the Lord. The American wilder. 
ness and solitary places are glad for 
them, and the desert begins to rejoice 
and blossom as the rose. 

‘* Among the circumstances connected 
with the organization and progress of 
this institution, the union and fraternal 
co-operation of Christians of different 
denominations, is one of no trifling im- 
port. Reference has been frequently 
and eloquently had to this fact, upon 
occasions like the present ; and I deem 
it a most exalted privilege to be. permit- 
ted again to mention it, in terms of the 
purest, the loftiest approbation. No 
sacrifice of religious feeling, no aban- 
donment of honest sentiment, no merg- 
ing of conscientious scruples in the 
fashionable vortex of expediency, is the 
price of our fellowship in this good 
work. We have combined our energies 
and resources, and have come up to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty, 
upon Bible principles; and just in pro- 
portion to the reception of Bible truth 
into our hearts, in all its unsophisticated 
and uncommented, purity, shall be the 
holy permanency of our union, and the 
unyielding activity of our benevolence. 
The one business of the Board has been 
to disseminate the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make men wise unto 
salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus; and our united fervent 
prayer, is embodied in the language of 
the Psalmist—‘ Oh God! send out thy 
light and thy truth. Let thy work ap- 
pear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto their children. Let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us; and es- 
tablish thou the work of our hands upon 
us; yea, the work of our hands establish 
thou it.’ 

“‘ But, Sir, I have done. The age and 
experience and talents all around me, 
cry, ‘Say no more’—the claims of the 
occasion, and the feelings of my full 
heart, would not allow me to say less.” 


of New-York, of the Reformed Dutch 


Church, on seconding the fourth resolution, viz. That the thanks of the Society 
be given to the Vice Presidents, for the continuance of their patronage and sup- 


port, observed ;— 


“I would not presume, Sir, to open 
my lips on this occasion, surrounded 
as we are with so many abler advocates, 
were it not that the success which has 
attended the exertions of this noble In- 
stitution, has rendered it perfectly. obvi- 
ous, that its interests are not now likely 
to suffer by any incompetency of its 
defenders. It has pursued its glorious 
way .thus far, so as to surpass the warm- 


est anticipations of its most sanguine 
friends, and to render perfectly ineffici- 
ent the attacks of its opponents. 

‘‘ But, Sir, there is something in the 
cause and the occasion of ourassembling 
to-day—there is much in the intelligence 
we have heard from your Report, which 
is caleulated to call forth the liveliest 
feelings of the heart, to awaken senti- 
ments of the most fervent gratitude, an¢ 
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to make even the tongue of the stam- 
merer to speak plainly. When we look 
back and retrace the events which have 
transpired within a few years past ; when 
we reflect how much has been done to 
extend the blessings of divine revelation 
all over the world ; and when we direct 
our eyes forward, and pursue the pros- 
pects which these events open up to our 
view, of the speedy extension of the 
knowledge of God through the whole 
earth, we are ready to adopt the language 
of the Divine Author of that sacred Book, 
when amidst the shouts and hosannas 
of the thousands of Israel, he exclaimed, 
if these should hold their peace, the 
very stones would speak. 

“Certain [ am, that every one 
whose bosom is affected with true phi- 
lanthrophy, every one who desires the 
amelioration of the temporal condition 
of man, every one who compassionates 
his ignorance and degradation, when 
destitute of this light of heaven, and 
who views him as a creature bound to 
an immortal destiny, must rejoice in 
what is done and doing in this age of 
Christian benevolence and enterprise, 
to elevate the species to its primitive 
rank, and to direct the hopes and ener- 
gies of the soul from earth to heaven. 

“T need not at this time, or in this 
place, expatiate on the excellence, or 
attempt to prove the inspiration of the 
Bible, or the necessity of a knowledge 
of its truths, or a belief in its doctrines, 
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to elevate the state of civil society, or 
to guide man as a moral and religious 
being. The impression of its truth as 
well as its power is, 1 trust, indelibly 
made on your heart, and on many a 
heart in this assembly And I should 
no doubt only arouse a familiar recol- 
lection in many a bosom here, should I 
only retrace its operations on my own 
mind, when { call to remembrance that 
my first impressions of moral obligation 
were inseparably connected with its 
precepts ; that the first ray of light 
which dawned on the darkness within, 
and shot away my hopes beyond this 
transitory scene, originated in its doc- 
trines; and that the first emotion of 
ambition which fired my bosom, was 
that I might have the honour of pro- 
claiming the salvation which it presents 
to man. 

“But there are scenes which occur 
in the every day’s observation of one, 
the duties of whose sacred office lead 
him to be the frequent visitor of the 
abodes of poverty, and often to sit by the 
bed of sickness and death, to administer 
the consolations of religion to the dis- 
tressed and the dying,—which set forth 
the excellence ef the religion of the Bi- 
ble, as adapted to the present state of 
man, in a way, which no powers of 
human understanding could unfold, and 
which the most captivating displays of 
human eloquence would fail to impress 
on the heart.” , 


The Rev. Esenrezer Brown, of New-York, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


addressed the meeting as follows :— 


“Mr. Presipent.—This resolution 
which seems to have been dictated b 
sound policy, is in perfect unison wit 
the feelings of my heart. It is well said 
in it, that the cause of the Bible is a 
“creat cause.” It is indeed a great, 
since it is a common cause; and that it 
should be considered a common cause, 
appears from the Bible’s affording the 
best security of obedience to human laws. 

“The general motive to the observ- 
ance of human Jaws, is their fitness to 
secure the general interest; and they 
will, in most instances be observed, in 
proportion as the individual perceives 
their fitness to secure the end proposed, 
and the connexion between his own 
good, and the good of others. But the 
connexion subsisting between the inte- 
rest of an individual, and the good of 
society at large, is by no means suffi- 
cient to secure obedience. For allow- 
ing it to be in its own nature sufficient ; 
still, the individual, to be stimulated by 





it, must have a clear and distinct per- 
ception of it, and certainly it is not self- 
evident ; but it is involved in much ob- 
scurity, and requires labour, research, 
and profound meditation to apprehend 
it. Such being the case, this motive, 
however weighty in itself, can exert but 
little influence upon the generality of 
mankind—for few men are posssessed 
of powers adequate to investigation ; 
and fewer still, evince an inclination to 
eultivate those they have. 

‘¢ But though all men were competent 
to examine, and ascertain precisely the 
force of final causes; we might still 
doubt of the general prevalence of this 
motive. For owing to the poverty and 
labour to which some are subjected, 
the hurry and anxiety of others, few 
have opportunity for thought and reflec- 
tion—few are blest with that kind of 
education, and that degree of moral 
culture, which prepare for minute in- 
vestigation—few have acumen of mind 
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to apprehend the subtle principles upon 
which society is instituted, and discover 
the union of distant and seemingly con- 
flicting interests. And surrounded as 
men are by avast variety, the probability 
is, that they would rather be affected by 
sensible objects which are known to 
contribute to their present enjoyment, 
than be influenced by motives which 
lie beyond the reach of their intellectual 
vision, This motive, then, would weigh 
nothing against the chance of present 
gain and pleasure; and in spite of it, 
men would violate the laws, trample 
upon authority, and invariably follow 
their own inclinations. 

“ But, Sir, not only would this motive 
not be apprehended ;—in a great many 
instances its very ezistence would be 
disputed. Human society is at first a 
state of equality. Whatright, would one 
say, have men who are only my equals, 
ta control my person and property ? 
What right have they to thwart my in- 
clinations, to lessen my enjoyments? 
What right have they to subtract a part 
from the sum of my happiness and give 
it to others? In fine, what connexion 
ia there between my misery and their 
happiness? Such would be the argu- 
ments urged against its very existence ; 
and viewing man in relation to this life 
alane, I confess it is not easy to show 
them unreasonable. And under these 
circumstances, what hope could there be 
of obedience? Every man would de 
that which seemed right in his own eyes. 

“ Finally, allowing this motive to be 
jevel to popular apprehension ; still it 
would be insufficient to secure obedience. 
For many are known to act against the 
clearest convictions of judgment, and 
sacrifice the principles of their under- 
standing, to the passions of their hearts ; 
and surely, it requires as much force to 
eurb the perverse as to restrain the 
ignorant—and that’ which would not 
abject the one, could not control the 
other. 

« It might, however, be presumed, that 
gn persons of mature age and experience 
it would have its due influence—that it 
would restrain them from vice, and 

mpt them to virtue and obedience. 
But admitting even this, there is not the 
slightest probability that it would equally 
affect the young, whose minds are not 
yet formed, whose reason is not yet 
matured, and who are actuated almost 
altogether by passion. And should any 
one be found in a proper observance of 
the rules of morality and respeeting the 
authority of human laws, we are not 
surely to account for his conduct by 


asserting the influence of the motive in 
question ; for the good conduct of the 
young is not so much the result of fixed 
and abstruse principles, as the conse- 
quence of instructions which have been, 
afforded them. 

‘¢ But it requires to be observed, that if 
men by mature age and experience are 
more advantageously situated for appre- 
hending and feeling the force of final 
causes, they are also better qualified to 
evade the tha of the laws, undermine 
the pillars upon which government 
stands, and produce disorder and misery 
in every department of society. And 
he who hashad the slightest acquaintance 
with the world, who has not exceeded 
the limits even of his own neighbour. 
hood, must have seen in men such a 
tendency to vice and immorality, as to 
infer, that society has as much to fear 
from the knowledge and experience of 
the old as from the ignorance and passion 
of the young; and that something more 
is requisite to secure the obedience of 
both, than barely the authority of human | 
laws. Nothing is more difficult, and 
consequently, nothing more rare, than 
for a man to forego a present pleasure, 


“upon consideration of a promised and 


future enjoyment. And it is not to be 
expected that he who would not do it 
for himself, would do it for another, and 
perhaps distant and unknown person.— 
It is evident from hence that the idea of 
inseparable interest would not be an 
adequate basis upon which to found 
morality—that in order to secure obe- 
dience, not only the understanding must 
be instructed but the most forcible 
appeals must be made to the heart ; and 
what, Sir, can make such forcible, such 
efficacious appeals as the Holy Bible ?— 
which diseloses the God of the universe, 
armed with vengeance against the un- 
righteous, and exhibits the connexion 
between private and public good, be- 
tween the interests of time and eternity. 
“It is the best security of civil liberty. 
Liberty is the boast and glory of our 
nation ; every true American considers 
the value of liberty next to that of his 
life, and would readily hazard the one 
in defence of the other. Few nations 
have bought it more dearly—none enjoy 
it so eminently: but the men who 
achieved our liberty were men of mo- 
rality, they revered the Bible, and we 
can retain it only by an emulation of 
their virtues; for immorality is the bane 
of liberty, To immorality. we may 
trace the ruin of the republics of Greece 
and Rome. Numerous conquests 
way for luxury, and this for all kiads of 











excess and indulgence. The republics 
fell, and liberty which had been pur- 
chased by the blood of the brave, was 
wantonly sacrificed upon the altar of the 


vicious. That liberty may be secured, ' 


then, restraint must be imposed; and 
as the Bible best commands the attention 
of moral agents, to give it an universal 
circulation is the best means to perpet- 
uate it among ourselves, and introduce 
it to nations deprived of its benefits. 

“This appears again from the influence 
it exerts upon learning. To the Bible 
we owe the preservation, the revival, 
the encouragement of learning. The 
Bible would have been universally re- 
spected had not this been forgotten. Infi- 
del philosophers ambitious of distinction, 
have rejected the Bible and set up them- 
selves as the source of illumination ; and 
unfortunately too many have paid them 
the homage of credence and confidence. 
The effect has been enjoyed, but the 
cause has not been sought. But, Sir, is 
it not a fact that infidels in common 
with Christians are indebted to the Bi- 
ble for much of the learning and infor- 
mation which distinguish the age? If so, 
then the Bible demands from them a 
tribute of gratitude ; and they are under 
equal obligation with us, to promote its 
circulation. To the Bible we owe the 
preservation of the Greek and Latin 
Janguages, and the books which were 
written inthem. The Septuagint is the 
manifest cause of transmitting a knowl- 
edge of the Greek—and the Latin trans- 
lations of the Bible prevented the loss 
of that elegant language. The writings 
of Josephus were carefully examined, 
being in part, a history of that very time 
in which Christianity took its rise ; and 
being found to corruborate some of the 
Gospel narrations, were guarded with 
the utmost care and vigilance. The 
New Testament having been written in 
Greek, was a means of bringing that 
into daily use—for whoever would know 
the doctrines it contained, must also 
know the language in which they were 
stated. 

As to the Hebrew, the single fact of 
the Bible’s having been written in it, is, 
perhaps, the only cause of its existence 
at present, any where upon the face of 
the earth. Whoever reflects upon the 
history of the Jews; their numerous 
captivities—their frequent dispersions— 
their banishments to every part of the 
world—their consequent mixtures with 
nations of other tongues, must perceive 
that the Bible is the most probable means 
of its preservation—must consider it a 


singular igcident, that notwithstanding 
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the ravages of time, and the numerous 
revolutions of states and kingdoms, that 
jananege remains pure to the present 
ay. 
‘To an age which has very properl 
been called an “age of darkness” t> 
an age of violence, when every thing 
valuable was menaced with destruction, 
we are to trace the origin of Abbeys, 
Monks and Monasteries. A few men 
fled to lonely cells to give themselves 
wholly to-study and devotion. In these 
solitary places, their books were col- 
leeted ; here only for a time, the lamp of 
science shone. And though monachism 
for many reasons deserves our censure, 
and by an unrighteons policy, defeated 
at last its first designs—yet we are 
obliged to confess, that it has transmit- 
ted the knowledge of many important 
events which happened in later times, 
and handed down to our day the learn- 
ing of a This, however, was 
but a secondary cause—the Bible was at 
the bottom of it and had not the Bible 
existed, a monk had not been cloistered. 

‘‘ Then the progress of science was 
exceedingly slow—oral communication 
was almost the only method of instruc- 
tion. Some would have made an effort 
to enlighten the world, but wanted cou- 
rage to resist the opposition of the times 
in which they lived. Others, too much 
like Alexander, who was angry at Aris- 
totle for making known the secrets, of 
science, were satisfied with the prevail- 
ing ignorance, as it secured to them an 
unbounded influence. 

‘“‘ Manuscripts were scarce; and from 
the time and labour requisite to trans- 
cribe them were likely to be so—the 
paucity of their number enbanced their 
value, and consequently hindered the 
advancement of science among the peo- 
ple in general_—Christ had indeed said 
that he was ‘the light of the world,’ 
but ‘gross darkness still covered the 
earth.’ But, Sir, it was since the in- 
carnation, and where the Bible was 
known, that the art of printing was dis- 
covered. What influence the Bible ex- 
erted upon, or what connexion it had 
with that invention, is unknown ; but 
surely, the invention bas such a mani- 
fest bearing upon the accomplishment 
of the Almighty’s purposes, that one 
cannot but conjecture that some how or 
other it had an important influence. 

“ How admirable is the progress of 
the divine administration! The time 
had arrived for the reduction of the pa- 
pal power and the eyes of the world to 
be opened But for some method more 
expeditious than that of writing, to 
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Scatter the sentiments of Luther, ages 
would have been requisite for their dis- 
semination. But, typography, recently 
invented, gave them a ready, a rapid and 
extensive circulation—and the powerful 
hold which they took of the minds of 
men, produced the Reformation. Since 
that time learning has been transferred 
from private places to more public 
schools and colleges. Books without 
end have been multiplied, and science 
and literature have been making prodi- 
gious advancement ; and when you look 
abroad and calculate the number of 
literary institutions—when you witness 
the knowledge and information which 
are disseminated through all orders of 
society, and are led to inquire what 
mighty cause has produced these grand 
events, your answer is, the Bible—and 
should you, elated with the view of this 
state of things, inquire what means are 
requisite to its continuation—your an- 
swer is again, the Bible —The Bible has 
put the intellectual wofld in motion— 
and the Bible will keep it in motion. And 
surely, Sir, if Theuth among the Egyp- 
tians, and Hermes among the Greeks, 
obtained divine honours for their in- 
vention of letters, can language express 
the gratitude we owe the Bible, which 
has transmitted to modern times the 
sentiments and learning of past genera- 
tions, and communicated to man the 
ideas of God? And if the Bible afford 
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the best security of obedience to human 
laws—to civil liberty—and learning, 
then, surely, the cause of the Bible is 
the cause of humanity; for this is con- 
cerned in every effort to remove the 
misery and promote the happiness of 
mankind. Let us then send the Bible 
abroad—and in conformity with the 
principles of this institution, I will add 
‘without note or comment.’—Its car- 
dinal truths are easy of apprehension. It 
is only to read to understand. ‘The 
way-faring man though a fool need not 
err therein.’ 

‘Let us send the Bible abroad— an 
excellent spirit is init.’ It resolves our 
doubts, removes our fears, promotes our 
joys. 

‘“ Let us send the Bible abroad—a di- 
vine power attends it. Bearing the cha- 
racters of simplicity and majesty, all 
opposition falls before it. The one ex- 
cites men to admire it—the other revere 
it. Pagan temples tremble as it ap- 
proaches—man-made gods are confound- 
ed—the horrid rites of infanticide and 
human immolation abolished, and ho- 
sannas shouted to the living and true 


God. 
“Let us send the Bible abroad—the 


Lord of all approves it ; and those who 
engage in it ‘ with pure hearts fervent- 
ly,’ shall hereafter ‘ shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and as the stars 
for ever and ever.’ ”’ 
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Letter from Rev. Tuomas Demorest, to Rev. Tuomas Mason, Corresponding 
Secretary to the Missionary Soctely of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


REV. AND DEAR Sir, 

For the information of the Missionary 
Society, | write to report the state and 
progress of the Mission in the new settle- 
ments, to which I was appointed at the 
last session of the Genesee Conference. 
On my arrival at this station the 19th Aug. 
I met with Brother R. Heyrtanp, a young 
‘aregs who had been sent on to my 

elp by the presiding elder. Immediately 
we proceeded to an enlargement of the 
circuit, by extending our route into the 
new townships of Nassigowa, Eramosa 
and Caledon. We soon found it neces- 
sary to add twelve appointments* to the 

* In mentioning an enlargement of the Mission, 
no reflection is intended on our predecessors. 
The hardships Brother Smith endured by tra- 
welling on foot, through wet and cold, were un- 
doubtedly the occasion of several attacks of ill- 
ness, which necessarily prevented his enlarging 
as he would ‘have otherwise done. His labours, 
and those of his worthy colleagues, laid the foun- 
dation for much lasting good, and their faithful 
services will long be gratefully remembered by the 


people. 


circuit, in order to supply the settlements 
with preaching. This addition increases 
the number of preaching places to thirty, 
which each of us attends once in four 
weeks, thereby affording an opportunity 
to the inhabitants of ten townships to 
hear preaching once in two weeks. In 
a circuit of three hundred miles, through 
new and incomplete settlements, it can- 
not be expected that we should have in 
every place large congregations. At one 
appointment our congregation is made 
up of two families, seven in number, 
and to reach them we ride considerable 
distance. But these are all who are found 
in this part of the township, and these 
few being very desirous of the means 
of grace, and more families being ex- 
pected soon to increase the settlement, 
we do not consider our visits to these 
solitary families to be entirely lost. To 
be sure it is not so agreeable to ride ten 
or fifteen miles to visit a few, as we da 
to visit some English families in Albion. 











But when, on our arrival, we witness the 
joy and friendship of the people and 
their eagerness to hear the word preach- 
ed, we are recompenced for our toil. 
Here females have travelled to preach- 


ing three or four miles on foot, through 


the woods, bearing young children in 
their arms; so desirous are they of at- 
tending the means of grace. 

In CaLepon we have three congrega- 
tions; two of Scotch, and one of Ger- 
man, neither of whom are supplied by 
ministers of their own persuasion. The 
Highland congregation consists of about 
nine families. They speak the Gaelic, 
understanding the English but imper- 
fectly. Yet they attend our meetings 
regularly, having been in the habit of 
constantly attending public worship. in 
theirown country. Custom will render 
English preaching more and more fami- 
Jiar, and we hope these honest, destitute 
strangers in a foreign land, may receive 
the friendly offers of the Saviour, whom 
we endeavour to recommend to them 
in terms as plain and familiar as possible. 

The Lowland congregation consists of 
about ten families. These understand.the 
English, and are remarkable not only for 
their careful observance of the Lord’s 
day, and a strict attendance on the hour 
of preaching ; but also for memorising 
the substance of the sermon, and then re- 
peating it to their families and friends 
on their return home. A practice this, 
to which they are said to have been 
accustomed in their native country — 
A circumstance in confirmation of the 
above I had lately an occasion to re- 
mark: I called at the door of a cabin, 
and said to the woman do you allend the 
preaching to day? “No Sir, said she, my 
husband is gone from home, and I can’t 
leave my children. But when I can't 
attend, my neighbour is so kind as to 
relate to me the substance of the sermon 
on his return from the preaching.” The 
preacher in addressing such a people is 
not a little encouraged in his labours, 
being assured that his instructions will 
not be forgotten by his hearers, on their 
leaving the place of worship. After 
their meetings on the Sabbath, their 
children are regularly instructed in a 
Sabbath School. ‘The principles of their 
religious profession having been those of 
the Kirk of Scotland, they at first appear- 
ed distant, but their prejudices are sub- 
rene. and they are Beaming more 
friendly to our ministry, which encou- 
rages us to hope they may yet be made 
the happy partakers of the free and full 
salvation offered in the gospel. 
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Beside our regular tours, we have 
reached out to a settlement about twelve 
miles from any other inhabitants. This 
is in the township of Wootwick, on the 
falls of the Grand-River.* Four years 
ago, four families from the city of Lon- 
don commenced this settlement. It 
now consists of ten families. n_ this 
place they never heard a sermon till my 
visit on the 17th of December last, and 
such is the difficulty of the road from 
this part of the country, that our visits 
here cannot be very frequent. I was 
hospitably entertained by the princi 
inhabitants, who expressed a wish that 
we would visit them when convenient. 
The preacher now, extending his labours 
between this and Brother Torry’s Mis- 
sion, will more conveniently visit this 
settlement, the road being better from 
that part of the country. ‘ 

At certain seasons of the year,we find it 
difficult to keep up the Sabbath Schools, 
partly on account of bad roads, and abe 
or want of persevering teachers. Those 
schools which are faithfully attended to, 
are making good improvement. The 
children are. saved from mueh vice,— 
their judgment, memory and manners 
are improved, and some have received 
the impressions of grace, and have be- 
come truly religious. To keep, up by 
all practicable means, a system of in- 
struction for the benefit of children not 
favoured with a Sabbath School, we have 
appointments for meeting the children 
ourselves, when we hear their recita- 
tions. These little meetings afford a fine 
Opportunity for impressing their minds 
with the sentiments of virtue and grace. 
Among others whe are making good 
improvements, we were much delighted 
the other day in hearing the lesson of a 
little girl, who repeated, in a distinct and 
audible voice, four chapters, containing 
one hundred and fifty verses. It is plea- 
sing to observe the industry of these 
little students with Testaments open 
before them while engaged at their 
ordinary labours. To their lessons they 
occasionally refer, reading a portion, 
then committing to memory. | 

Thus far through the year we have 
been toiling in this wilderness, and that 
withuut seeing that abundant fruit of our 
labours, which we hear of in other 
missionary stations. On this account, 
we have had painful reflections and 
depressions of spirit. Then again, we 


* From the falls, the Grand-River winds its 
course southerly, about one hundred miles, and 
— itself into Lake Erie, between Fort Erie 
and Long Point. 
















































dae a ee ee oe a 
Ne ee ee ee nn aes . 


ae 


pts-napestsiatl 


1 ' 
= = ~ ste beret a we 
ee ee ee ee ay 


- 


320 Poetry. 


reflect that we have been able to preach 
the word to hundreds, who otherwise 


‘ would not have heard a sermon. Four 


societies have been added to the number 
of last year,—the societies generally are 
steadfast and persevering, being much 
united in harmony and love—besides 
some few appear to have experienced a 
real gracious change. 

From some late appearances we hope 
for better days. The congregations, in 
most places where the townships are 
well settled, are good, and many fervent 
prayers are offered, that the word may 
be blessed,—that sinners may be born 
again. 

I have mentioned an additional la- 
bourer ; his services have been accepta- 
ble to the people, and usefully employ- 
ed. Without such help, it would have 


been impossible to have attended to the 
wants of the sheep scattered through 
this wilderness, and rather than these 
hungry and destitute souls should not be 
fed, I would forego the comforts of life 
willingly. The expences of the Mission 
this year, should there be any thing for 
us, will be but about one hundred dol- 
lars. For the people will’ be able to 
supply the wants of the additional la- 
bourer. And that is all they ought to be 
called on to do, in settlements so entire- 
ly new, the oldest of which is scarcely 
our years. 
Respectfully, 
Yours in the Gospel of Christ, 
Tuos. Demorest. 


Esquising (Head of Lake Ontario) 
U. Canada, March 20, 1824. 
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To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


If thought worthy, you will confer a favour on the friends of the deceased by inserting the follow 
ing Lines in memory of S. H. late a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church in this city. 


How sweet the hour when life’s great work is o’er, 
If in the Saviour’s arms we then can rest, 
Assur’d that we shall wake to toil no more, 
But ent’ring happier climes among the blest, 
Shall at our Father’s banquet be~an endless 
guest. 


Such was his lot, when late we saw him stand, 
Where death’s dark wave was swelling deep 
around; 
Yet cheer’d by visions of the promis’d land, 
Launch’d undismay’d—and still his hope was 
found 
Cast far within the veil, on sure unfailing ground, 


Ah, solemn scene! what heart shall e’er forget, 
When the last moment linger’d round his bed, 
Reluctant mem’ry sees his pillow yet, 
A wife, a daughter, weeps around his head, 
Waiting, in awful fear, to find that moment fled. 


‘Can this be death,” he asks, while on his face 
A heav’nly calm pourtrays his inward peace, 
Just at the end of his eventful race ; 


To find the vict’ry won, his warfare cease, 
From sin and pain, a calm and sweet release. 


But see the tide is ebbing fast away; 
The parting tear now trembles in the eye, 
While thro’ the gloom heav’n pours immortal day, 
And guardian spirits point him to the sky, 
Where smiles his Saviour from his throne on 
high 


His anxious eye toward his children turn’d, 
He bids them “ meet him in the realms of light: 
“ Q, never let the hallow’d cross be spurn’d 
“ That sav’d your parent from an endless night; 
“ And wash’d his stains, and made his garments 
white.” 


His dying prayer in gentle breathings lost, 
His sinking, fal’ring voice grows faint oppress’d, 
A moment longer on the ocean toss’d, 
He hails the haven of eternal rest, 
Far from the storm, lodg’d safe in Jesus’ breast 
A. H. 
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